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"PASSING THE BUCK"

Lev. 16s4-10, 20-22

In this passage, we have the details of a very old tradition. A
tradition that on the surface appears to have vaporized with the passage of
time. A ritual that a primitive nomadic people practiced and no longer is
relevant for the intelligent, the sophisticated, and the educated 20th
century person.

Even among our Jewish brethern, this ritual has changed. Boats
aren't included for practical reasons. The annual day of Atonement in
autumn is, however, still observed. This is called Yom Kippur and is part
of the Jewish New Year celebration.

Yet, what of this age old ritual and its application to our lives?
Might we climb aboard the train of Biblical interpretation, observe some
details in this passage, and investigate a possible interpretation and
application to our lives.

I The Scapegoat

As the passage indicates, the priest shall take "two goats". He would
roll the dice or "cast lots upon the two goats." This is to determine
which goat would be sacrificed as a sin offering and which would be the
"scapegoat." In either case, you are bound to loose if you bet good money
that either of these poor animals is going to lead a long and happy life.
The future looks pretty dim for them.

The goat that we might concern ourselves with, is the scapegoat. Upon
his head the high priest would confess and place the sins of Israel. The
burdened animal was then led away by a man appointed for this task. As he
was led away, the people became involved. Like a boxer hitting a punching
bag, they began torturing the goat. They would "pull out its wool", tug at
his ears, and plant punches to his body, urging it to be gone. The object
was not to kill the goat, that is, not yet, for he was serving a most
useful purpose. He carried with him the failures and blunders of the
people, out from the midst of the people, like Christ carried the cross to
Golgotha. <I.) All their mistakes were carried into the desert on the head
of this goat.

Once in the desert, this burdened goat was brought to a cliff. The
attendant then pushed the animal over the cliff to his death. The news of
the goat's death was relayed back to the temple. A telegram was sent
announcing the end of the ritual and end of their sins.

With their sins carried away with the scapegoat, Israel would now
enter the New Year with a clean slate. Now was a time for rejoicing. The
words of Psalms 103s12 could very well have been upon their lips.

"As far as the east is from the west, as far does he remove
our transgression from us."

The people now felt relieved. (II.)

A very ancient rite where, according to McEachern, we obtain the term
"scapegoat." (III.)








