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TEXT: Mark 6:42-44 "And they all ate and were satisfied. And they
took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. And those
who ate the loaves were five thousand men."

After five months of planning, and working, and preparing, we have
finally come to our Commitment Sunday. This afternoon, nearly two
hundred of our lay people will be out calling on their fellow church
members, urging them to make a generous and meaningful commitment to God
through the work of this church. In support of that effort, I would
preach to you this morning on the feeding of the five thousand or, as
it is sometimes called, the miracle of the loaves and fishes. I do so
because this passage, properly understood, is really a story about
stewardship.

Perhaps that is why it so impressed the early Christian church. I
say that because of all the miracles associated with Jesus; only this
one was recorded in all four gospels. Admittedly, the accounts differ
in certain respects, as eye-witness reports usually do, but, taken all
together, they give us a very clear picture of a most unusual and signi
ficant event. And that clarity, as well as its inclusion in all the
gospels, offer us good reason to accept what happened as fact and not
merely as myth. This morning I would like first, to describe what
happened; second, to offer a reasonable explanation; and finally, to
indicate why this story is so important for our day, and for this special
day in particular.

If we weave the four gospel accounts together, much as a police
artist combines various eye-witness descriptions of a criminal, we arrive
at a most impressive composite. We are told, for instance, that the
event took place somewhere in the vicinity of Bethsaida Julias, a small
city on the Northeastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, and very close to
the spot where the River Jordan empties in. We know that it must have
been early April, both because it was Passover time and because the grass
was green, as it would not have been later in the year. It was late in
the day when the disciples came to Jesus and urged him to send the crowd
away so that they could buy something to eat. But, to their amazement,
Jesus replied, "You give them something to eat."

The disciples were understandably surprised because they knew that
their own meager little treasury could never provide for such a huge
crowd of people. Mark tells us that there were five thousand men, and
Matthew adds, what we would probably have suspected, that this was in
addition to the women and children. The crowd, swollen by pilgrims on
their way to Jerusalem for the Passover, could easily have numbered as
many as ten thousand people and, perhaps, even more. Is it any wonder
that the disciples asked, somewhat sarcastically, "Shall we go and buy
two hundred denarii worth of bread, and give it to them to eat?" Since
one denarius was a day's pay for the average worker, you can see that
they were talking about a very sizeable amount of money, probably several
thousand dollars in our own purchasing power. Yet Jesus was not to be
put off. He said, "How many loaves have you? Go and see." And, when
they had checked, they answered, "Five loaves and two fish." Even so,






