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TEXT: Ephesians 2:19: "So then you are no longer strangers and
sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God...."

Today is a very special day in the life of this church because this
morning we are receiving twenty-eight new members into our fellowship.
We certainly hope that makes it a special day for them. We know it is a
special day for us. We rejoice that they have found something here in
this congregation that they want to share. And it seemed to me that this
might be a good time to remind all of us, continuing members as well as
new ones, what the church is and why it is so important.

Perhaps the best place to start is with the word itself. Our word,
church, comes to us, through Middle English, Anglo-Saxon and Late Greek,
from the word, kyriakos, which means "belonging to the Lord." First and
foremost, we need to get that straight and to keep it straight. The
church is God's. It is not ours. As with so many other things, we
exercise stewardship over the church and its possessions, but they do
not belong to us. And they do not exist for our sake. We may get a
great deal of comfort, strength, and satisfaction from the church. Indeed,
I hope that we do. But that does not mean that the church exists for what
we can get out of it. As a matter of fact, it is just the opposite. The
church exists for what we can put into it. It is a vehicle through which
we channel the abilities and the resources that God has loaned us so that

they can be used in God's service and for God's glory. The very word
reminds us, if we trace it to its root meaning, that the church "belongs
to God."

But the New Testament word for church is not kyriakos. The word
appears 1Q9 times in our English__translation, and in every instance the
Greek original is the word, ekklesia. And this word, too, is instructive.
Ekklesia means "that which is called out, and it refers to a group of
people who are called together for a specific purpose. The key thoughts
here are the words, "called" and "purpose." In the 15th chapter of John,
verse 16, Jesus said, "You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed
you that you should go and bear fruit...."

Once again, the emphasis is not on us but upon God. From the point
of view of our own personal experience, it often seems as though we make
the decisions and make them for our own purposes. And in a way, we
probably do. But at a deeper level, if the church is really the church,
and not just a society for the self-centered and the self-serving, it's
God's call and God's purpose that really count. On this New Member Sunday,
all of us would do well to remember that.

And we might just as profitably remember the words of this morning's
scripture reading, "So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners,
but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household
of God...." Those ancient words remind us that, when we join a church,
we become a part of a fellowship as well as part of an organization. As








