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TEXT: Mark 7:33 "And taking him aside from the multitude privately,
he put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his
tongue; and looking up to heaven, he sighed, and said to him,
'Ephphatha,• that is, 'Be opened." And his ears were opened,
and his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly."

At first glance, this little passage may appear to be just one
more of the many healing narratives so frequently found in the gospels,
and especially in the Gospel of Mark. But, on closer examination, we
discover that it is really much more. Like a carefully cut diamond
held up to the light, this little story has many different facets,
each of which reflects an important truth. Truth about us and our
needs. And truth about the opportunities which beckon us. So, in
our sermon time this morning, I would like to do two things: first, to
point out some implications not immediately apparent in the text, and
then to apply them to our own situations and to challenge us to respond
in a very practical and meaningful way.

First, the implications. To begin with, the location of the story
|s very important. Mark tells us that Jesus returned from Tyre through
Sidon to the Sea of Galilee through the region of the Decapolis, the
ten cities. This is a little like saying that one of us went from
Madison to Chicago by way of liilwaukee. I mean that Jesus took a long
detour through Gentile territory and that the man he healed was quite
likely a Gentile. And that is important because it reflects the
universality of God's concern and of Kis love. In the 35th chapter of
Isaiah, x*e read, "Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened and the
ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a hart,
and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy." But many Jews in Bible times
insisted that those promises were only for Israel, that God's love and
concern extended to them ana no farther. And many people today, what
ever their religion, seem to be similarly near-sighted. They are only
interested in "their own kind of people," their own country, their own
race, their own theology, their own economic, political, or social
class. Perhaps without even realizing it, they have strictly limited
the kinds of people in v.'hom they have any interest and for whom they
show any compassion. By contrast—and it's a most important contrast—
the Gentile setting of this story reminds us that God's love and God's
concern are universal and unlimited. In God's heart there are no
Gentiles," no "pagans." We are all his chosen people.

And the second implication is equally important. Mark says that
Jesus took the man who needed healing "aside from the multitude privately."
God s love and concern are truly universal, but they are ultimately
expressed in very individual and specific ways. I am reminded of the
man who was putting in a sidewalk in front of his house. When he went
out the next morning to look at his handiwork, he became very angry
because a child had apparently steppea into the wet cement, leaving a
small, but permanent, footprint. And when he had complained very






