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TEXT: Revelation 3:16 "So because you are lukewarm and neither cold
nor hot I will spew you out of my mouth."

Many Christians know very little about the book of Revelation
except that it is full of fantastic imagery. Perhaps they have tried
to read it from time to time, only to be put off by its very
picturesque language. All one has to do, for instance, is turn to the
thirteenth chapter, verse one, and read: "And I saw a beast rising out
o.f th* sea with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its
horns and a blasphemous name upon its heads. And the beast that I saw
was like a leopard, its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like
a lion s mouth. About that time we are inclined to agree with a
little old lady in one of my former Bible classes who exclaimed, "My
stars! I just don't believe that man slept good."

Actually, however, the book of Revelation contains much that is
useful. What a pity so few people really understand it! Even its
fantastic imagery served the very practical purpose of concealing its
message from Roman authorities who would surely have surpressed it had
they realized what it meant. But the picture we find in this morning's
scripture lesson is very different. Its meaning is clear enough even
to those who do not know the circumstances which produced it.

What, for instance, could be more obvious than the sixteenth
verse, which is my text this morning, "So because you are lukewarm and
neither cold nor hot I will spew you out of my mouth."? It doesn't
take any special information or scholarly knowledge to understand what
the author is saying. You know as well as I that he is telling them
--and us-that indifferent, half-hearted Christianity is not good
enough. It was not good enough during the time of persecution when the
book of Revelation was written. And it is not good enough today. If
Christianity is to have any impact --in any era-- it needs more than
luke-warm commitment from it's adherents.
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