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flourished, where our missionary work started; where deep fellowship was
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There is probably nothing that we Americans prize more than freedom.
Freedom is our heritage. In many ways it is the meaning of the United
States of America.

As citizens of a democratic Republic, we often, I think, take for
granted many of our freedoms. We have freedom of religious worship,
freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, and freedom to choose our
representatives in government, to name only a few of our many freedoms.

As human beings, we are given freedom by being "made in the image
of God." Tliat is, being able to make moral choices, to choose between
what is good and what is evil. Even though this is a limited freedom,
we can't choose to be God or live to be 150 years old; even so, human
beings possess the ability to make choices to a degree unknown to any
other living thing.

Freedom is also something we, as Congregationalists, take a great
deal of pride in. Indeed, Congregationalism has a great deal to do with
the bringing of freedom to America. We do not always remember that when
John Carver, standing on the deck of the little ship "Mayflower", was
elected govenor of Plymouth Colony, it was more than just the democratic
institution of the New England town meeting that was being born. The
significant fact is that this English Congregationalist was the first
colonial govenor in the New World, and perhaps the first in modern
history, ever to be chosen by the people themselves in a free election.

Congregationalists have always rejoiced in this heritage which they
brought to these shores, and have been grateful to represent—perhaps
more than any other way of church life—the way of freedom. Probably no
other church group in the United States has stood so consistently for the
principle of freedom of life as have the Congregational Churches.

Now that does not mean we haven't slipped up along the way. We
ought to remember how we once condoned in Salem the hanging of witches,
how in the 1700'S/ self-righteous Congregationalists in Boston drove
through the streets displaying half naked Quaker women, publicly shaming
them because of their faith. Our need for forgiveness is real, indeed.

But from the prison days of early Congregationalism in Great Britain
to the men and women of the Plymouth adventure, down through the town
meeting tradition of New England villages, the concern of education, the
founding of the missionary enterprise, and the freedom of the Congrega
tional Church polity, the way of Congragationalism has been a steady
defense of freedom.

And yet, according to the Reverend Arthur Rouner, Jr., author and
minister of the largest Congregational church in the country, the
Colonial Church in Edina, Minnesota, the biggest problem of Congregation
alism in the United States, he says, is that we have lost the real mean
ing of freedom. We haven't forgotten about freedom. "Indeed", according
to Rouner, "we have made it our watch-word and flown its banner high
wherever we could."




