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TEXT: James 4:2-3 "...You do not have because you do not ask. You ask
and do not receive because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your
pass ions."

In one of his many books, the contemporary American theologian,
Nels Ferre, writes,

"Prayer is the main highway to making religion real.
Unless we meet God in prayer we never meet Him...Unless we
meet Him, He can never become real to us. No amount of

talking or thinking about him can take the place of knowing
face to face...To learn to know God, then, we must learn to
pray. If we have prayed and still do not know Him, we need
to learn to pray aright."

How right he is! If God is a Person, as I am convinced He is, then
it only stands to reason that He wants to relate to us in a personal
way. And without that kind of personal relationship, neither we--nor
God--can be complete. But there is only one way to establish, or to
maintain, a relationship, and that's by relating. To know God, we must
learn to pray. And if we already pray but still don't know Him, then we
must learn to pray more effectively.

Yet, as important as prayer is, it still remains a subject of
considerable confusion and controversy, much of which centers around the
question of whether or not God really answere prayer. Theodore Parker
Ferris, one of the many well-known preachers to occupy the pulpit of
Trinity Episcopal Church in Boston, once wrote:

There is bound to come a time, sooner or later, when
you want something desperately, and you know that you cannot
get it by your own efforts... When that time comes, you pray
and ask God to give you the thing you so desperately
want...You may not pray according to any liturgical form or
pattern, but you will turn in your helplessness to whatever
gods there be and ask for help.

'.'Two things are likely to happen. If you pray for what
you want and don't get it, and you certainly will not always
get it, you are likely to give up prayer and to say that you
tried it once...and it didn't work...If, on the other hand,
you djo get what you want, and you most certainly will
sometimes get what you ask for, you are likely thereafter to
use prayer to prevail upon God to do something which you
think he would not otherwise do.

"Both results are bad."








