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TEXT: Matthew 13:8 "Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty."
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You see, an allegory is a Greek manner of expression. But Jesus
wasn't Greek. He was Hebrew, and he expressed himself as a Hebrew
would, in parables, not in allegories. The Bible even calls it a
parable. But modern scholarship demonstrates that a parable, unlike
an allegory, does not contain a lot of little meanings. A parable has
one meaning and one meaning only. Everything else is window dressing.
So Jesus couldn't possibly have been talking about four different
kinds of soils, each representing a different type of listener. That
would have been an allegory. A very good allegory, perhaps, but an
allegory just the same. And it would have been Greek and not Hebrew.

It is certainly understandable that the early Greek church
interpreted it as they did, especially since their interpretation fit
so neatly and presented such a reasonable message. But our modern
understanding of those ancient languages, and of their traditional
modes of expression, requires us to see this passage in a rather
different light.

Perhaps we can bette
about if we look back to

certainly have been, for
him in the midst of preac
outside asking to speak w
they were either embarras
safety, or both, and had
safely out of the way. T
such an apparently callou
who are my brothers?' And
disciples, he said, 'Here
does the will of my Fathe
mother.'"

r understand what Jesus wa

the end of chapter twelve
Jesus, a very traumatic mo
hing when his mother and b
ith him. The usual interp
sed by Jesus' actions or w
come to take him home wher

hat, you see, explains why
sed manner, saying, "'Who
stretching out his hand t

are my mother and my brot
r in heaven is my brother,

s really talking
to what must

ment. There we see

rothers appeared
re ta tion i s tha t

ere afraid for his

e he wouId be

Jesus replied in
is my mother, and
oward his

hers. For whoever

and sister, and








