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Jesus Christ. More has been written about this one human being than
any one else in the history of the human race. Millions proclaim him as
Lord, Savior, Redeemer, King, Son of God, Friend. But most of what we know
about him comes from questionable evidence at best.

Jesus Christ, "He was a man born in a obscure village, only child of a
grateful peasant woman. He was reared in another village. Worked as a
carpenter until he was about thirty. For three years or so, he was a
traveling minister of God. He never wrote a book. He never held an
office. He never owned a home. He never had a family. He never journeyed
two hundred miles from where he was born." But, as one author has said,
"All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the
parliments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, have not
affected the life of humanity as much as this one solitary life". (One
Solitary Life" Author unknown.)

Jesus Christ, probably just as much of an enigma today as he was then.
The question of Jesus--who Jesus is--has always been a controversial issue.
Theologians have always, and probably always will, wrestle with this
question. But I hope it is not just the theologians who are concerned with
this--all of us need to be. It's a question for everyone. It determines
whether or not our coming here on Sunday makes any sense. It decides if we
are just here to go through the motions of an empty ritual, or if we really
mean this. Do we really plan to meet God today, or are we just anxious to
be on our way.

Jesus Christ. In biblical times, John the Baptist sent his disciples
to find out who Jesus was, "Are you the one? Or do we look for another?"
Much more recently Muhammad Ali was quoted in a magazine interview as
saying if he could be alive during any period of world history, he would
pick 33 A.D., in order to find out if Jesus Christ really rose from the
dead .

These, of course, are not the only people concerned with the question.
The list goes on and on. And sooner or later we too are going to have to
come to grips with the question, "What then do you say of Jesus?"

Jesus Chris t. Tell me, He said, "Who do men say that I am?" As we
can see from Mark's text, Jesus got several responses: some said John the
Baptist, or Elijah--others said one of the prophets. I can almost hear the
disciples "hemming and hawing" and scuffing their feet i
answer Jesus' question.

as they tried to

And is it any different today? I don't think so. The question of who
Jesus is, still receives a wide spectrum of answers. Some say it is
irrelevant and they can't be bothered with him. Others say he was a
prophet of sorts, a good guy who lived a good life and it would be nice if
we all could live like him. Still others say he must have been some sort
of a nut, and what's more, anyone who believes in him must be one as well.








