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The fourth of July is just a few days away. Our minds
and our hearts are swelling with thoughts of freedom and
thankfulness. Thankful to live in the "land of the free and

the home of the brave"; where each individual has the "freedom
to become what God is calling them to be." 1 (Trueblood
p. 53) America can be proud of what she has done in developing
a free society. As those firecrackers burst on July 4th,
our hearts burst with love for our country and for our
fellowman.

Freedom, for the church is a high priority and a christian
reality. Freedom is important,and it should be, for to us
it means we have become "slaves of God", as Paul writes
in Romans 6:22. Freedom, for us, means responsibility. Paul
writes again in Gal. 5:13,14:

For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do
not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh,
but through love be servants of one another. For the
whole law is fulfilled in one word, "You shall love
your neighbor as yourself."

A free country such as America gives one the chance to truly
love his ineighboru'.as himself., without coersion. It is one's
free will.

In the passage I've just read, Jesus uses his freedom
to love in a most remarkable way, and if you would allow me,
some freedom of interpretation, I'd like to share what I
think happened there. To do this may we hang our hats on
three symbols: chains, hogs and change.

I. CHAINS

Jesus and his disciples went across the "Sea of Galilee"
to a country called Gadara. After climbing out of the boat
they met a "wild-eyed maniac" who ran up and started shouting
at Jesus. He was stark naked and had scars on his ankles
and wrists.

He had gone beserk. The people there tried to do
something to help this guy by putting chains on him in an
attempt to keep him from hurting himself or anyone else. He
broke loose, and in an effort to be free of his tormented
condition, tore off his clothes and went to live in among
the dead. Modern psychology would probably diagnose his
condition as paranoia or schizophrenia. Clearly, he was
a man chained; chained to a tormented emotional state.

Who is this fellow? What is he doing is this far
country? We don't know, but there definitely could be a
link between him and the story of the prodigal son. Maybe
this is where Jesus got this story.








