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TEXT: Matthew 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Ghost..."

After my Mothers' Day sermon on the second Sunday in May, perhaps
there are those who came here this morning expectinb me to give Fathers1
Day equal time. If so, I am sorry to disappoint you. But, you see,
today is not only Fathers' Day, it is also Trinity Sunday and is being
celebrated as such around the world by Christians of many persuasions.
That is not to say it is celebrated by all Christians. Many people,
including most Congregationalists, are not very liturgically minded.
For them, Christmas, Holy Week, and Easter are the only occasions worth
any real observance, and they would not find much to celebrate in
Trinity Sunday even if they knew when it was, which they probably don't.
And then there are those, liturgical or otherwise, who find the concept
of the Trinity so unexplainable—perhaps so unbelievable—that they
would just as soon forget the whole thing. Nevertheless, it seems to
me that we ought to think about it now and then, if only because, for
such a familiar topic, it is so rarely understood.

As a matter of fact, our own church may well be a case in point.
Like most Congregational churches—at least since the 1830's, when the
Unitarians broke off to form their own denomination—we seem to be
nominally Trinitarian. At any rate, I am told that for many years
you have sung the Doxology as a part of your morning worship and that
not infrequently the benediction has included traditional Trinitarian
language. I am also told that years ago you sang the Gloria Patri, a
practice which I resurrected last July. It would seem, therefore,
that on most Sunday mornings, you have been at least exposed to the
idea of the Trinity. And yet, I suspect that there are few among you
who have any clear understanding of what the Trinity means and, as a
result, have no real way of knowing whether or not they believe it.

In that respect, however, you are probably no different from most
others. One of my favorite stories is about the Bishop who was visiting
a parochial school. And, as he listened to the pupils say their cate
chism, he heard one little boy just mumbling. He had the rhythm correct,
but he wasn't saying anything. So the Bishop asked him, "What is the
doctrine of the Trinity?" Again, the boy just mumbled something under
his breath. "Speak up," said the Bishop, "I can't understand you."
Then, embarrassed, the lad blurted out, "You're not supposed to. It's
a mystery!"

Out of the mouths of babes! That little boy was more right than
he probably realized. The doctrine of the Trinity is often referred to
as a mystery, and it seems to me that most attempts to explain it only
serve to make it more mysterious than ever. I suppose one reason for
that is because the concept of the Trinity grew out of experience and
not from conjecture. When Jesus was born, all Jews stressed the unity
of God. The most famous verse in all Jewish scripture was Deuteronomy
6:4f "Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord, our God is one Lord...." Through








