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TEXT: Romans 8s38-39 "For I am persuaded that neither death nor life...
nor any other creature shall be able to separate us from the love
of God which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord."

I must confess that I was tempted to be less than honest with you
when I was trying to think of a title for this morning's sermon. Because
this is Memorial Sunday, and since all of us must sooner or later come
to grips with the reality of death, I considered it good pastoral care
for me to deal with that subject from a Christian perspective. I felt
that I owed you that. I believed—and I still believe—that I would not
be living up to my responsibilities if I did not do what I could to help
prepare you to meet this inevitable experience in a constructive and
meaningful way.

On the other hand, I also knew that many people do not want to talk
about death; they don't even want to think about it. As Malcolm Nygren
has written, "This is a death-denying age. Death is so disturbing a
prospect, we push it out of sight for as long as we can. Man, the only
creature that knows he must die, is trying desperately to forget it."
Ask any life insurance salesman, any lawyer, any financial planner.
They will all tell you the same thing. A great many people do not even
make adequate plans for their futures—or for their family's futures—
because they simply don't want to think about dying. So, knowing that,
I thought of titles like "More Than Conquerors" or "Eternal Love."
Titles that would fit what I wanted to say but would not reveal it until
it was too late—until you were here on Sunday morning as a kind of
captive audience.

As you can see, however, I managed to resist that temptation. And
I did so for at least three reasons. First, because my ministry to you
is only possible if I am as open and honest with you as I know how to be.
Second, because if the subject of death is really very painful for you,
you and not I, should decide whether you will listen or not. And, third,
because one of the most troublesome problems connected with death and
dying is our great reluctance to talk about it. That, of course, is part
of the denial which Mr. Nygren wrote about. So I decided to make no
attempt to disguise or soften my subject. And I announced, for all to
see, the title, "A Christian Looks at Death."

Please note, however, that I did not say, "The Christian View of
Death." I claim no inerrant revelation, nor do I pretend to speak for
all Christians everywhere. You, of course, will have to formulate your
own ideas. But I am confident that what I am about to say is well within
the mainstream both of Christian belief. And, by the way, it is also
very much in line with the findings of contemporary psychology.

The first thing we need to keep in mind about death is that it is
natural. Like rain, it may come at an inconvenient, even tragic time,
bringing pain and sorrow in its wake. But, like rain, it is entirely
natural. In the 15th chapter of First Corinthians, St. Paul writes about












