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Here is a passage which might well be entitled, "How to Handle
Interruptions." For there was Jesus, right in the middle of a sermon,
when suddenly he was cut short by a member of his congregation. Like
some folk today—present company excepted, of course—one man was
apparently listening just enough to hear what he wanted to hear. And,
although Jesus was speaking about the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, that
man broke in to demand, "Teacher, bid my brother divide the inheritance
with me." What that had to do with Jesus' sermon it is hard to say,
except, perhaps, that the word, "hypocrite", so reminded him of his
brother that he could no longer contain himself.

At any rate, Jesus did not react as so many of us probably would
have. He did not tell that man to be quiet, or to see him after the
sermon, or to read two psalms and call him in the morning. Instead,
he saw that interruption, not as a nuisance, but as an opportunity. And,
rather that simply plowing ahead with his original intention, Jesus
used that occasion to present what is now generally considered one of
his most important teachings.

First of all, he addressed himself to the specific request,
saying, "Man, who made me a judge or divider over you?" But ther, he
moved on to a general application. And, turning to the crowd, he said,
"^'" *"»»*, and beware of all covetousness; for a man's life does not
-~*i©j.&c ±xi w*.^ -^H^nce of his possessions." Fi.nally, in order to
remove all doubt as to what he was saying, he told a parable, which is
generally known today as "The Parable of the Rich Fool." Unfortunately,
however, in recent times there has been much misunderstanding about
the meaning of that story.

Jesus, you see, did not tell that story in ordar to criticize those
who are rich. As a matter of fact, the farmers diligence and forsight
would almost certainly have gained the approval of him who commended
the shrewdness of the unrighteous steward (in Luke 13:1-13) and praised
the industry and daring of the traders of talents (in Matthew 25:14-30).

Today, of course, the Parable of the Rich Fool is often exploited
by preachers and others as an opportunity to voice their own fierce
prejudice against those who are wealthy. But, in so doing, they tell
us far more about themselves thaR they do about Jesus. If you read
the parable carefully, y>n ».»ni see that Jesus condemned the RichtFool,
not because he was rich, out because he was foolish. And, in Biblical
days the words, "fool" and "foolish", always had moral and spiritual
implications. That is, a man was a fool, not because of a low I.Q. or
because he lacked common sense, but because he was foolish toward God.
While, on the other hand, a pious man would never have been called a
fool no matter how limited his intelligence. In what ways, then,
was this farmer a "Fool?"










