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Many of you could preach this sermon on the subject of
silence. In times past, you could have set out on a 10-12 hour drive
with the entire family. With three or four little ones ranging in age
from 2 to 10 or so. After three hours of driving and answering the
question, "Dad or Horn, how much farther?" twenty times; you know the
meaning of silence.

But, may we take silence to a different dimension. Let us
establish in some small way what silence means for one's relationship
to God. To accomplish our task, I have selected an experience in the
life of Elijah the prophet. Then, may we deal with the element of
noise and that of silence in relation to God.

I ELIJAH

To set the stage of our minds, we need to characterize Elijah and
back track into some of his previous experiences.

Elijah was a daring and noisey man of many moods. He crosses the
Old Testament record like a flash of lighting. He became a legend
while he lived and remained one for ages. A person who when you met
him, you didn't forget him.

Sometimes he was a man of few words. However, if you remember his
experience on lit. Carmel he was loud and boisterous. He was confident
in himself and God as he met the empty Baal gods and defeated them. At
that time Elijah was a winner. That was a day of glory when he
challenged the priests of Baal and won!

But Queen Jezebel comes into the picture. She, of course, was a
devotee of Baal. She was determined to kill the prophet. Under such a
threat, Elijah lost his victorious confidence and fled to the
wilderness. Exhausted, he sits down under a broom tree (juniper). Iu
his despair, becomes suicidal. He prayed, "0 Lord take away my life."

His mind, which had previously been clear and concise, was
frustrated by crisis. His emotions hung limp with no freshness or
vitality. The victory he won now seemed futile regardless of how
bravely he had fought.

From the heights of victory, he had plummeted to the depth of
depression. But God was there. Gently, the scripture says, God coaxed
him out of his black mood. God gave him something to eat and drink,
which makes us wonder about the relationship of depression and eating.












