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TEXT: Joel 2:12-13 "'Yet even now,' says the Lord, 'return to me with
all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend
your hearts and not your garments.' Return to the Lord your God, for He
is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

This morning we come to the last in our Lenten series of "Major
Messages of the Minor Prophets". I hope by now you will agree with me
that the Minor Prophets include some of the most important books in the
Old Teatament. Admittedly, not many of us would find much value in
works like Obadiah or Nahum, but the same could be said of longer books,
like Leviticus. The word, minor, then, at least as we use it in the
phrase, "the Minor Prophets", simply means shorter, and not less
important. For in these ancient words we find some of the most modern
and relevant ideas--though they may come to us wrapped in a very
primitive and thoroughly out-moded shell.

Certainly that is true of the book of Joel. Though it is one of
the world's truly great poems and, unlike most of the prophets, a
carefully polished jewel; nevertheless, much of the book expresses ideas
which are completely unacceptable to the modern mind. Writing after an
especially devastating plague of locusts, Joel insists that this natural
disaster was in reality a Divine punishment meted out upon God's sinful
people. As a matter fact, most of the book consists of Joel's
description of that terrible event and of the even more devastating "Day
of the Lord" of which it reminds him.

Few of us today would accept Joel's interpretation. Our Puritan
ancestors might have seen God's wrath in every natural disaster, but
most of us do not. For most of us, Joel's interpretation is like the
shell of a walnut, hard and indigestible. But, like the walnut, hidden
within that shell there lies a tasty morsel. We find it after his
description of that awful devastation, allegedly sent by a vengeful God,
when Joel suddenly soars to sublime heights and blurts out,

"'Yet even now,' says the Lord,
return to me with all your heart
with fasting, with weeping, and
with mourning; and rend your

hearts and not your garments.'
Return to the Lord, your God,

for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in

steadfast love ..."

Even now, says Joel, after all your sinfulness and all God's
punishment--even now, return to God because He is gracious and merciful
and wants to help you, not hurt you. This is the Good News that I would
have us focus on this morning.

One of the most difficult and most frustrating times in my whole






