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TEXT: Psalm 139:7 "Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? Or whither shall
I flee from Thy presence?" (This sermon is on the whole book of Jonah, for
which this verse from the psalms might well be the topic sentence.)
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Certainly I am not the least bit hesitant to admit that I see the book
of Jonah as a parable rather than a biography. There are far too many
difficulties in it for me to take the story 1itera1ly--quite apart from the
matter of the great fish. We know from historical records and from the
archaeological evidence, for instance, that Nineveh was never as large,
either in area or in population as the book of Jonah describes it.
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In that respect, Jonah, like the Prodigal Son is not just someone who






