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"WHAT GOD REALLY WANTS"

TEXT: Hosea 6:6 "For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the
knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings."

This morning we continue with the second in our Lenten series on
"Major Messages from the Minor Prophets." Last Sunday, we heard about
Amos and his insistence that religion must somehow affect our daily
lives and help us to deal justly with those around us. Today our
message is from the prophet, Hosea, whose word is in answer to the
question, "What does God want most of all?"

Like Amos, Hosea is one of the most important of the prophets.
In fact, the two had much in common. To begin with, they were contem
poraries. As I pointed out last week, Amos was the first of the writ
ing prophets, but Hosea was just a few years behind him and much of
the time their careers overlapped. Then, too, both of them preached
in the Northern Kingdom and both attacked many of the same sins: greed,
sexual immorality, the perversion of justice, and the misuse of worship.

But there were also important differences. Amos is known as the
prophet of justice, while Hosea was the prophet of love. For Amos, like
some of his counterparts today, it was enough to proclaim God's wrath
upon the sins of his generation and to demand that the people of Israel
amend their ways or perish. Hosea, on the other hand, comes much
closer to the New Testament understanding of love.

No doubt, at least part of Hosea1s insight came about through
his own personal tragedy. You see, Hosea was married to a woman named
Gomer. Ironically, her name is related to the Hebrew word which means
perfect. But Hosea's Gomer was far from perfect. The Bible calls her
a wife of Harlotry which may mean that she was temple prostitute associ
ated with one of the fertility cults. Or it may only mean that she
was just an unfaithful wife. At any rate, that she betrayed Hosea we
can be certain, and eventually she sank so low that she found herself
sold into slavery. In spite of all this, however, Hosea still loves
her. He goes out and finds her. He brings her back out of slavery.
And, perhaps most surprising of all, he takes her again as his wife.

And out of this tragedy, Hosea begins to see a parallel between
his situation with regard to Gomer and God's relationship to Israel:
for God loved Israel, even as Hosea loved Gomer. God had chosen Israel
from among all the nations of the earth. He had offered her His presence,
His protection, His love. He had led her out of bondage in Egypt,
through years of wanderings in the wilderness, and into the promised
land. He had fought her battles for her, had given her dominion over
the land of Canaan, and had lavished upon her good things to eat and
clothes to wear. And when surrounding peoples sought to conquer her
or to take away her possessions, God had protected her.

But like Gomer, Israel, too, had been unfaithful. In spite of all
that God had done for them, the Jews were always tempted to worship
the gods of their neighbors. Not that they ignored Yahweh. They were
always quite willing to offer sacrifices to Him. But just to be on the












