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"DECISIONS, DECISIONS"

TEXT: Deuteronomy 30:19 "I call heaven and earth to witness against
you this day, that I have set before you life and death,
blessing and curse; therefore, choose life, that you and your
descendants may live...."

One hundred-seventy-five years ago today in a little backwoods
cabin in Hardin County, Kentucky, Nancy Lincoln gave birth to a baby
boy. By almost any standards, that boy lived a hard and troubled
life. Virtually all his early years were lived in poverty. His
mother died when he was only nine. And, altogether, he had about
one year of formal education. He experienced just about every kind
of difficulty a man can have; business setbacks, political failure,
marital and family hardships, and serious problems with his health.
When he finally achieved political success and was elected President
of the United States, most of the southern states seceded from the
union and he found himself presiding over the bloodiest civil war in
history. Finally, when that war had been won, and Lincoln's policies
were on the verge of vindication, he was foully murdered by what
today we would probably call a terrorist.

Yet there was a dignity and wisdom about that simple man which
has made him the most often-quoted political figure in our country's
history, perhaps in the history of the world. One of his most famous
quotations comes from a speech made in Springfield, Illinois, on
June 16, 1858, as he accepted his party's nomination for United States
Senator. He said,

"A house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe
this government cannot endure, permanently, half slave and
half free....Either the opponents of slavery will arrest
the further spread of it and place it where the public mind
shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate
extinction or its advocates shall push it forward till it
shall become alike lawful in all the states, old as well as
new, North as well as South."

It was a magnificent speech, and, though he lost the election for
senator, it set him on the road toward the presidency.

It is no derogation of Lincoln's famous words to point out that
they begin with a Biblical quotation. Nor is it any insult to the
Bible to draw your attention to the similarities between this morning's
scripture lesson and Lincoln's "House Divided" speech. In each case,
the speaker's people were at a cross-roads; Lincoln's, because of the
Kansas-Nebraska Act, and the Israelites, because of the impending
death of their great leader, Moses. The choice each made at that
point would determine, for good or for ill, their entire subsequent
history. In a very real sense, it could have been said of both
situations, "I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse;
therefore, choose life, that you and your descendants may live...."








