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"I SHALL NOT WANT"

TEXT: Psalm 23: "The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He
maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside
the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the
paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and
I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever."

Three weeks ago, Mrs. Muth and I were privileged to attend Jane
Brouwer's installation as Honored Queen of Job's Daughters, Bethel 73.
Today, the young ladies of this Bethel honor Jane and us, by their
presence here. We are delighted to welcome them. And I have chosen
this morning's sermon topic with them in mind. Jane selected as the
theme for her term, the final words of a poem by Helen Steiner Rice,
"Safe in Thy care." And that reminded me of the Twenty-Third Psalm.

I have entitled this sermon, "I Shall Not Want", but in a very
real sense, my text is the whole psalm and not just the first verse.
For each verse, indeed almost every word, speaks in one metaphor or
another of being safe in God's care. There is, however, one important
difference between the poem and the psalm. The poem is a prayer. It
asks of God, "And keep me forever safe in Thy care." The psalm is an
affirmation. It is, in effect, the answer to the poem's request.

As we all know, the psalm begins with the majestij words: "The
Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want." As a boy, I used to wonder
what that meant, for we memorized it in Sunday School without any
real explanation. Living, as I did, in a suburb of Chicago, I had
never seen a shepherd, or even heard of one. But that was not my main
concern. I remember I used to wonder why they didn't finish the sentence,
I shall not want WHAT? Only when I was considerably older did I
discover that, in this passage, the word, "want", meant "need" and
not "desire". And I suspect it's still good to begin our study here.
We need to remind ourselves not to suppose we shall have whatever we
desire; only that we shall have the things we need. The difference,
of course, is quite enormous. It is nothing less than the difference
between the selfish and the spiritual.

But what sort of things are we promised in this psalm? Essentially,
they are three in number: the things which satisfy our survival needs,
the things which satisfy our safety needs, and that which alone can
satisfy our ultimate need, fellowship with God. Those who are familiar
with Abraham Maslow's famous pyramid of values will recognize them—
or at least some of them—here. And it is interesting that something
written that many centuries ago should so closely match modern psychol
ogical theories.






