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"FISHERS OF MEN"

TEXT: Matthew 4:19 "And he said to them, 'Follow me., and I will
make you fishers of men.1"

In order to make this passage come to life, I would like you to
help me by imagining the following hypothetical situation. Pretend,
if you will, that last Sunday afternoon you turned on your television
set to watch the Super Bowl. And because this is only hypothetical,
one of the teams is the Green Bay Packers, and the other we will
simply call "their opponents." Now, at the appointed time, the
Packers and their opponents came out of their respective locker rooms
and sat down in the middle of the field. But they did not play foot
ball. Instead, someone got up and read newspaper accounts of some of
the great games of the past. And, from time to time, the players all
stood up and sang songs praising the founders of the National Football
League. Then an official arose and gave a moving talk about the
meaning of the game, how it should be played, and why it is important
to play it well. Finally, after one more rousing song about the
glories of football, everybody left and went home.

What would you think? Would you not feel cheated? Would you
not feel that something was terribly wrong, even if the songs were
beautiful and the talk eloquent? Of course, you would! You would say
something like, "I don't know what they thought they were doing out
there, but it certainly wasn't football. Somebody should have told
those guys why they were there." Now, of course, last week's Super
Bowl teams didn't do that. But, unfortunately, you and I often do.
And most of the time we do not even realize it.

That may be a rather shocking and unwelcome accusation, but let's
just look at the facts. Jesus clearly stated that he came to us for
one specific reason. He said, "The Son of Man came to seek and to
save those who are lost." Or, in the familiar words of John 3:16,
"God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son that whosoever
believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life. In
short, Jesus entered human history for the same reason that the life
guard plunges into the foaming surf—to save those who are in danger
of going under. Some may define "going under" as going to Hell, and
others may think of it more as making their own hell here on earth,
but the principle is the same.

Now, I don't think there is really anything new in what I have
just said. We have all heard these Biblical passages before. In
fact, if we can quote any piece of Scripture at all, it is likely to
be John 3:16. The problem is that we have heard them so often that
they have become for us a kind of incantation. We repeat them over
and over, but we don't really seem to understand them. So let me say
again, "Jesus came for one reason only—'to seek and to save those who
are lost.'" God did not send His Son into the world for the sake of

the Church but for the sake of the world. The world outside of the

Church. Yes, and often enough, the world that is against the Church.








