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"DOING GOD'S WILL"

TEXTs Psalm 40:8 "I delight to do thy will, O my God; thy law is
within my heart."

I have chosen this morning's scripture lesson for two reasons.
First, because I think it's important to experience the beauty and
meaning of the Old Testament from time to time. And, second, because
these eight verses present a very useful model of what the late
Harry Emerson Fosdick called "The Essential Elements in a Vital
Christian Experience." Elements so universal that all Christians,
from Quakers to Roman Catholics, recognize them, and so powerful that,
despite our institutional failings, Christianity has always survived
and always will. They are four in number: 1) a great need, 2) a
great answer, 3) a deep gratitude, and 4) a grateful service.

First, the great need. No one attains to a vital Christian
experience without a profound sense of need. Without that, our
Christianity remains but a thin veneer, a habit, a more or less mechani
cal part of what we see as "the decent life." We go through the
motions; we may even become leaders of our church. But without this
vital ingredient, our religion will almost certainly be cold and
impersonal.

For different people, of course, that need comes in different ways.
There are those for whom it appears as a feeling of inadequacy in the
face of a major life-crisis. We are all familiar with the worn, old
saying, "There are no atheists in foxholes." Well, life has many
foxholes, not all of them military. At one time or another, most of
us find ourselves face to face with some situation that is more than
we alone can bear. It may be a critical illness, our own or in one
we love. It may be the loss of a job, with all its psychological as
well as financial problems. It may be a death in the family, or a
moral failure, or a painful separation, marital or otherwise. Whatever
it is, at one time or another, life presents to many of us situations
or circumstances beyond our own strength. Abraham Lincoln, for instance,
once said that he had often been driven to his knees in prayer by the
profound recognition that there was simply no place else to go. And
that can happen to any of us, not just to world leaders.

But it may also come in a much less dramatic way. Not everyone
arrives at a vital Christian faith because of a major crisis. For
some, the perception of need is tied to more prosaic and mundane things.
We recognize that, by ourselves, we are nothing; that even life, itself,
is the gift of God. We know our constant need of Him every moment of
every day. Not the great overwhelming need of the life-crisis, but
the ongoing, moment to moment need of those who understand themselves
to be creatures, who are never independent of their Creator. Sometimes
that's the need we feel. But, however it comes, if our relationship
to God is truly meaningful, it somehow grows out of the clear under
standing that we really need Him.

On the other hand, needs, by themselves, are never enough. Unmet
needs, if they are deeply felt, may create a barrier between us and
God. We may become hostile and bitter, angry at a God who appears






