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"JOY TO THE WORLD"

TEXTs Luke 2s10 "And the angel said unto them, 'Fear not! For
behold I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall
be to all the people,'"

For the past two weeks, I have been emphasizing the importance of
celebrating Advent as Advent and not just as a preparation for Christmas.
But as Christmas Day draws closer and closer, our attention turns quite
naturally in that direction. And one of the things we all associate
with Christmas is music. For that reason, next Sunday's worship services
will consist largely of Christmas music sung and played by our combined
senior choirs, the junior choir, and the handbell choirs. It will be
called "Lessons in Carols." And, while most of us probably think we
know what a carol is, you may be surprised to learn that a carol is
only secondarily defined as a Christmas song. The preferred definition,
at least in my dictionary, is "a song, especially a song of joy." And
yet we almost automatically associate carols with Christmas.

In one respect, I suppose, this identification is quite appropriate.
After all, Christmas is a time for joy. And it's also a time for music.
So what could be more natural than joyous music or carols? What concerns
me, then, is not that carols are associated with Christmas, but that
they are, for all intents and purposes, restricted to it. The only
other time of the church year when joyous music abounds is at Easter.
But how many of us can sing Easter carols from memory as we so readily
do their Christmas counterparts? For that matter, even the phrase,
"Easter carols," falls strangely on our ears.

.And consider the carol whose name I have used as the title of this
morning's sermon. If a carol is a song of joy, then surely "Joy to the
World" is the carol par excellence. But when do we sing it? Only at
Christmas. Why, I will never know. Listen to its wordss

"Joy to the world! The Lord is comes
Let earth receive her king;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns;
Let men their songs employ.
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love."

These are magnificent words. Their theology is impeccable. They
are ideally suited to Christmas, to be sure, but they'd make an equally
appropriate Easter carol. And they might well be sung enthusiastically








