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"PREPARING THE WAY"

TEXT: Mark lsl-3 "The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 'Behold I
send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way;
the voice of one crying in the wilderness; Prepare the way of
the Lord, make His paths straight—'".

One of the hardest parts of doing anything really well is getting
ready to do it. A few moments ago, we thrilled to our soprano soloist's
lovely and moving rendition of one of Handel's great arias. It all
sounded so easy, so effortless as well as beautiful. What none of us
say, however, were the years of training and practice which made those
few minutes possible.

And if you go home this afternoon and watch the Packers play the
Chicago Bears, perhaps you will see one of those very spectacular
plays known in football parlance as "the long bomb." The quarterback
gets the ball, fades back, throws a pass forty or fifty yards downfield
just onto the outstretched fingertips of a receiver running full speed
toward the goal line. Once again, it all looks so easy. But appearances
are deceiving. What we see is only the end result of years and years
of practice. The hardest part of doing anything special is the prepara
tion.

And I am grateful to St. Mark for making that so abundantly clear
in this morning's scripture lesson. In the first three verses of his
gospel, Mark proclaims, "The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God. As it was written in Isaiah the prophet, 'Behold I send
my messenger before thy face who shall prepare thy way? the voice of one
crying in the wilderness2 Prepare the way of the Lord...." With these
words, Mark not only reminds us of the need for preparation but. in
fact, places the beginning of the gospel some six hundred years before
Christ with this vision of Second Isaiah.

Imagine that! Six hundred years of preparation before the world
was ready for the coming of Christ. Six hundred years in which the
expectancy of the Jewish people was honed to a cutting edge. Six hund
red years of Greek and Roman philosophers before the world was ready to
accept the ideals which Jesus taught and lived. Six hundred years of
wars and intrigues before the Roman Empire was large enough and powerful
enough to make practical the kind of travel and communication necessary
for Christianity to become a world religion. Only then, in what St.
Paul called "the fullness of time" did God send His Son to a longing,
waiting world. The hardest part of doing anything really special is
getting ready for it. That was true two thousand years ago. And it is
just as true today.

So it is important for us not to lose the message of Advent in the
brightness of the approaching Christmas. For Advent is the time when
we focus on preparation. Our preparation for the coming of Christ. Not
for the celebration of Christmas, but for the coming of Christ now to us






