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"THANKS-LIVING"

Texts I Thessalonians 5s18 "Give thanks in all things."

I don't suppose that any of us need to be reminded that this
coming Thursday is Thanksgiving* I am sure that all of us eagerly
anticipate this opportunity to relax and enjoy the traditional cele
brations of the day. And I would guess that most of us have already
been making picns for a pleasant holiday. Unfortunately, unless I
am greatly mistaken, most of those plans are unabashedly secular.

Though the details may vary from family to family, I suspect
that for many, the day will go something like this. First of all, it
will be a day when families and friends will be together. Most of our
students will be home for the weekend, and many of us will either visit
loved ones or have them come to us. However the day is spent, there
will usually be lots of good fellowship, plenty of conversation, and
abundant food. Some may go out to dinner in one of the area restaurants,
but most of us will probably eat at home. Wherever we eat, it will be
a memorable meal, and many of us will discover, perhaps to our chagrin,
that we have eaten more than we really needed. For many people, tele
vision will also be a special part of the day. Children of all ages,
from the tiniest tots to grandma and grandpa, enjoy the various
televised parades, and sports enthusiasts will be able to watch football
to their hearts content.

There you have it. While each family will celebrate the day in its
own unique way, there will no doubt be several hours of recreation,
television or conversation, and often a mixture of the three. There
will be an hour or more of eating and several hours for preparing the
meal; and in some homes, though by no means in all, there may be,
perhaps, ten or fifteen seconds of table grace. And this is our once
a year "Thanksgiving". Somehow I just don't think that God is much
impressed. Even if we take the time to go to church, and I hope you
all will, whether here or elsewhere—even if we take the time to go to
church, our celebrations seem to be more a pagan exultation in our own
good fortune than a true thankfulness toward God. But suppose we manage
to keep the whole day in its true spirit. Even then, how feeble would
be our thanks in relation to God's great bounty. What we need is not
so much an annual day of Thanksgiving as an ongoing day-to-day experience
of thanks-living. What we need to do is to take seriously Saint Paul's
admonition to the Thessalonians (I Thessalonians 5s18), "Give thanks in
all things."

At first, that may seem simple enough, but it is more complex than
you may think. Specifically, I see in it at least three important
considerations, and I would like to share them with you this morning
because the giving of thanks is important. To begin with, giving
thanks in all things means to give thanks all of the time. There is
something rather melancholy about setting aside one day a year to
celebrate what we should be doing every day. Indeed, it seems to me,
that the very day we set aside may be a kind of indictment of the way
we live the rest of the year. I think Clyde Miller and I sensed that
many years ago when we were in seminary together. Clyde is an ordained
minister who has a particularly charming, if somewhat unorthodox, sense






