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"THE KINGDOM, THE POWER, AND THE GLORY"

Texts Matthew 6s13 "...For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.

We have come at last to the final sermon in our current series on
the Lord's Prayer. Or perhaps it is really the first sermon to follow
it. For it's quite debatable whether the phrase, "For thine is the
kingdom and the power, and the glory forever" really belongs to the
prayer or not. Many of you have probably learned the hard way that our
Roman Catholic brothers and sisters do not pray it that way. What you
may not realize, however, is that most Protestant scholars would agree
with them. Or at least they would agree that it was probably not part
of the prayer as Jesus first taught it.

For one thing, it is not found at all in Luke's version. And even
in Matthew's it is not found in the many of the earliest manuscripts.
Since it's far more likely that these words were added to the original
than that they could have been deleted from it, most scholars, Protestant
and Catholic alike, maintain that this doxology was added by the early
church to make the prayer more suitable for public worship. Just when
that might have happened we cannot say, except that it must have been
very early. The Didache was one of the earliest of Christian writings,
quite possibly written in the late first century A.D. or in the early
second century at the latest. And it contains this prayer with the words
"For thine is the power and the glory forever. Amen." A somewhat briefer
formula is also found in II Timothy 4s18, coming there, as it does in the
prayer, itself, immediately after speaking of the deliverance from evil.
"The Lord will rescue me from every evil and save me for His heavenly
kingdom. To Him be the glory for ever and ever. Amen." And II Timothy
was probably not written by Paul, himself, but by a later follower some
where in this same time period. So it would seem that these words found
their way into the prayer at about the turn of that century.

But even though it may have been an addition, it is certainly a very
welcome one. For, with these words, the Lord's Prayer turns full circle,
ending as it began with a great paean of praise. And this final affirmation
sums up as nothing else could, the attitudes and understandings contained
both in the prayer, itself, and in Christianity in general. Most of us
feel cheated when we hear the prayer recited without these final words
and, whether Jesus actually spoke them or not, his whole life certainly
witnessed to these very ideas. For that reason, and because they are a
part of the prayer as we usually say it, I include them in this last
sermon in our series.

As today's sermon title indicates, this final doxology reminds us of
three crucial truths. The first says, "For thine is the kingdom...." In
Greek, the word is basileia, an abstract noun denoting not so much a geo
political entity as the sovereignty, royal power, the dominion by which
and through which a kingdom is governed. We might understand what is
meant a little better if we prayed instead "For thine is the kingship."






