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Isaiah 6:1-8

"HALLOWED BE THY NAME"

TEXTs Isaiah 6s3 "And one called to another and said, 'Holy, holy,
holy is the Lord God of host? the whole earth is
full of His glory.'"

This morning brings us to the second in a series of seven sermons
based upon the Lords Prayer. As I indicated last Sunday, however, even
seven sermons can hardly do the subject justice, unless, of course,
they are far longer than I want to preach or you want to hear. So please
understand that I make no attempt to be truly comprehensive. I propose
only to shed what light I can on this phrase or that in the hope that you
may be encouraged to undertake a more thorough study of your own. With
that understanding in mind, I would ask you now to look with me at the
phrase, "Hallowed be Thy name."

When I look at these words, I am first of all struck by their
position in the prayer. In the prayer as a whole, there are seven
petitions. Three have to do with God, and four with the needs of men.
Here, as in the 10 Commandments, the things that deal with God are given
first priority. And, when we consider the crucial nature of the last
four petitions, we might find that fact a bit surprising. When we are
hungry, we might think that our greatest need is food. When we are aware
of our sins, we might think nothing quite so important as finding for
giveness. When we face danger or temptation, we might suppose deliverance
from them to be our greatest need. But not so with Jesus, for he
deliberately postponed the expression of these needs, great as they are,
until he had laid his finger on our deepest human need, to believe in and
to respond to a Holy God. "Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these other things shall be yours as well."

What a lesson there is here for our own prayers. So often when we
pray, we start right out giving voice to our own needs. If we are mature,
we may begin with thanks for what we have already received. If not, we
may well start right in with a list of "Lord, please give me"s. In
either case, however, we usually begin with ourselves. Jesus, on the
other hand, began with God, teaching us to pray first for God's wishes
and only secondarily for our own. "Seek ye first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these other things shall be yours as well."
That, in itself, may be the greatest lesson this prayer teaches.

But two other thoughts also come to mind. What does Jesus mean by
"hallowed" and what does he mean, "Thy name." The answers, I suspect,
will probably mean more to you if we take them in reverse order. In our
culture, names are not as important as they used to be. Yet, we can
still sympathize with the woman in Leslie Weatherhead's story who was
asked by the census-taker, "What is the number of your children?" "Well,"
she said, "there 'arry, and Wilbur, and Susan...." I don't want their
names," the census-taker said, "just the number." To which the angry
mother answered, "They ain't got numbers, they've all got names."

Well, in Jesus day, names were far more important than they are
today. Indeed, the name was thought to represent one's very essence,
not just a tag for the convenience of the mailman. So when Jacob or




