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"FIRST PERSON PLURAL"

TEXTs John 10s16 "And I have other sheep that are not of this fold;
I must bring them also, and they will heed my voice. So there
shall be one flock, one shepherd."

Today, as promised, I &n beginning a series of sermons on the
Lord's Prayer. Each Sunday for seven weeks I will be preaching on
one specific phrase as it is found in Matthew's version of the prayer,
trying to clarify both its meaning and its application in our own day.
But, before beginning/ I want to emphasize three basic principles which
apply to the whole series. First, even a long series can hardly do
justice to the full meaning of this prayer.

Therefore, these seven sermons will be better understood if they
are viewed, not as complete and comprehensive treatises, but as so
many vignettes—glimpses of meaning intended primarily to point the
way to further study. Second, those of you who know me already know
that I am not a dogmatic person. One of the things I especially like
about Congregationalism is its respect for individual conscience. It
should not surprise you then that these sermons are offered only as a
sharing of truth as I understand it. At times, you may not agree with
everything I say. If so, I hope that fact will not embarrass you. I
can assure you it will not embarrass me. And thirdly, this series is
offered in large part as an answer to the disciple's plea, "Lord,
teach us to pray."

Therefore, as I decide what to include and what to leave unsaid,
I shall be trying to select those truths which have a significant
bearing on the life of prayer. With these considerations clearly in
mind, let us now begin. And let us begin at the most logical place,
the beginning.

It has been said that if somehow the whole Bible should be destroyed
and only the first two words of the Lord's Prayer were to survive, it
would be enough. For, in these words, "Our Father", we have all that we
really need to know. All the rest is commentary. Of course, we are
grateful that we have so much mores the Beatitudes, the parables,
the psalms. But if we had to, we could make do with only these two
words, for they tell us all we need to know about God, about ourselves,
and about our neighbors. Oliver Wendall Holmes once said, "My religion
is summed up in the first two words of the Lord's Prayer," and I, for
one, agree with him.

Now, as I was reading in preparation for this sermon, I discovered
rather quickly that most of the commentary on these two words is
directed at the word, Father. And a very important word, it is. The
German pastor-rtheologian, Helmut Thielicke, has written that in any
consideration of prayer, there are only two chief concernss "To whom
do we pray? and, what do we ask for?" Jesus' use of the word, "Father",
gives us wonderful insight into the former.

Throughout history, there have been a great many conscious and
unconscious conceptions of God, especially where prayer is concerned.






