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"LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY"

TEXTs Luke 11:1 "He was praying in a certain place, and when he
ceased, one of his disciples said to him, 'Lord, teach us
to pray, '"o • o

How fortunate we are to have Luke's account of the Lord's Prayer.
Admittedly, his version of the prayer, itself, is neither as full as
Matthew's, nor as majestic. And most of us, if given a choice, would
prefer Matthew's version both for our private devotions and for public
worship. But Luke does something for us that Matthew doesn't do.
Where Matthew merely groups the prayer together with some of Jesus'
other teachings, Luke describes the circumstances which gave it birth.
And it is on those circumstances that I would have us focus our atten
tion this morning. Then, beginning next Sunday, I will undertake a
seven week series on the prayer, itself.

One of the things Luke tells us about the prayer is that it grew
out of a specific request. Jesus, says Luke, "was praying in a certain
place, and when he ceased, one of his disciples said to him, 'Lord,
teach us to pray..„'t: Now at first inspection, that seems to be a
highly unusual request. All of Jesus' disciples, so far as we have
any way of knowing, were Jews. And no Jewish male could ever have
reached manhood without knowing a great deal about prayer. They would
doubtless have grown up in strictly religious homes. Every Sabbath
they would have gone to synagogue. All their lives they would have
prayed not only the formal ritualistic prayers which so abound in
Judaism, but also the more personal, informal prayers which spring so
freely from the devout in all religions.

A year or two earlier, when they had just begun to follow Jesus,
if one had asked them, "Do you know how to pray?", they would have been
indignant. "Of course, we know how to pray!" they would have answered.
"What do you think we are? Gentiles? We have prayed regularly every
day since we were tiny children." Almost certainly, they could have
cited most of the Biblical references to prayer. And, perhaps, they
could even have quoted some of the more famous teachings of the rabbis.

Yet, here we have one of them saying to Jesus, "Lord, teach us to
pray." Doesn't that strike you as being a little odd? Why, it's
almost as if he had said, "Lord, teach us to breathe." Why do you
suppose he did it?

Wasn't it because he had come to see in Jesus' life something sorely
lacking in his own? Something beautiful, something powerful, something
joyous, something peaceful. And wasn't it because he had discovered
that Jesus' prayer life v/as the creative source of all that beauty, power,
joy, and peace? St. Luke tells us that this request came immediately
after Jesus had stopped praying. Isn't it reasonable to suppose that
this disciple had been watching? That he had seen in Jesus' face as he
prayed, something so wonderful that the disciple desperately wanted to
experience it in his own life? Someone has said that prayer is the
prelude to peace, the prologue to power, the preface to purpose and the
pathway to perfection.






