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,:A LIGHT TO THE WORLD"

TEXTs Matthew 5%16 "Let your light so shine before men that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven."

Did you hear that compliment? Do you understand what a monumental
tribute Jesus paid us in that passage I just read? Are you aware that
of all the words at his disposal, none could possibly convey the same
extravagant praise or the same incredible trust implied by the words
he chose. "You are the light of the world." On any other lips, those
words might even be considered blasphemous because with them Jesus
said of us what is ordinarily said only of God.

"You are the light of the world." In the whole Bible, probably
no words except God and Christ are more important than the word, light.
Even love, which admittedly is a far more popular word today, cannot
match the Biblical significance of light. Throughout the Bible, whether
Old or New Testament, light symbolizes the presence and the very nature
of God. Thus, we are told, for instance, in the very first chapter of
Genesis, that in the primeval choas which preceded creation, "Dorkness
was upon the face of the deep." And in His very first act of creation,
God said, "Let there be Light."

Cynics like to point out that the Genesis account describes the
creation of Light before the sun, the moon, or the stars. Thinking
they have found a fatal flaw, they ask smugly, "Without the sun, moon,
and stars, where did the light come from?" Their answer is found in
the last chapter of the Bible where John, in his rhapsodic description
of the Heavenly City, writes, "And night shall be no more; they need no
lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they shall reign
forever and ever." And in between Genesis one and Revelation twenty-
one, there are so many references to God as light that we could hardly
fit them all into one sermon. Why, in the Gospel of John alone, it is
used no fewer than twenty-one times.

Why do you suppose that should be? What is it about light which
makes it such a fitting symbol for God. Well, for one thing, light is
a revealing light. Who of us has not had the experience of being
misguided or confused in the darkness. A tree moving in the wind may
be mistaken for a sinister prowler, a log for a dead body. How we
laugh at ourselves when a proper light shows us what they really are.
In the same way, the light which God sheds upon us and our affairs
shows things as they really are. It strips away the disguises and the
concealments and shows people and events "in their true light." Admit
tedly that's not always pleasant. St. John said of man that "they
loved darkness rather than light because they were evil. For everyone
who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest
his deeds should be exposed." But pleasant or not, we need the light
and the reality which only the light can reveal. We need it if we are
to understand ourselves. We need it if we are to make the most of life.
The revealing light we need we find only in the presence and power of
God.






