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"DOING WHAT ONE CAN,:

TEXTs Mark 14s8 "She has done what she could,"

Those who hear this morning's Scripture Reading for the very first
time are usually in for something of a surprise., If they truly under
stand what is being described, their sympathies are almost certain to
be with the disciples. After all, here is a woman who, in her exuber
ance, squanders a whole bottle of precious ointment when a few drops
would surely have sufficed. Moreover, as the disciples point out,
that ointment could have been sold for over three hundred denarii and
the money given to the poor. Just what they were talking about becomes
more clear to us when we recall that one denarius was a day's pay for
the average worker. In other words,- this ointment—which could have
been sold to provide for the poor—was worth about a year's income. No
wonder the disciples were dismayed. What a terrible waste, especially
when there were so many people in desperate need.

But much to the disciples' surprise—and to ours—Jesus does not
agree with them. In spite of his often demonstrated compassion, he
gently chides them. "Let her alone," he says, "why do you trouble her?"
And then our surprise turns to out and out shock when Jesus adds, "The
poor you always have with you..." Can it possibly be that Jesus was
really that callous. That he cared so little for the desperate need
of so many? Are we, then, to use these words as an excuse to be
unconcerned about the needy in our own day? And how could they have
come from one who, in the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew, divides the
sheep from the goats solely on the basis of whether or not they had
fed the hungry, clothed the naked, welcomed the stranger, and visited
those who were in prison? Is it any wonder that this otherwise insig
nificant story has caused so much discussion—and confusion—over the
years.

That Jesus said it can hardly be denied, for certainly this is
not the kind of thing his followers would have invented. But what
did he mean by it? And more to the point, what lesson does it have
for us today? The answer to these questions, it seems to me, is found
in Jesus words, "She has done what she could."

In his book, The Business of Living, Dr. Jack Grossman writes,
"The only strategy for living which makes sense to me is thiss "Seriously
concern yourself about the things you can control or influence." In
other words, do what you can. Don't waste time and emotional energy
worrying about the great world issues over which you have little or no
control. If you do, you will almost certainly make yourself unhappy.
You may even make yourself sick. And perhaps worst of all, you may miss
the opportunities you do have because you're paying too much attention
to other things. Seriously concern yourself about tilings you can control
or influence. In so doing, you will not only be happier—and healthier—
but you may very well be more effective. Again, to quote Dr. Grossman,
"If you concentrate your efforts on your small world, you may in time
make a contribution toward the larger one."






