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"POSITIVE RELIGION"

TEXTs II Corinthians lsl9-20s "For the Son of God, Jesus Christ...
was not Yes and No; but in him it is always Yes. For all the
promises of God find their Yes in him.

Everytime I hear or read this morning's scripture lesson, I find
myself thinking of the lyrics to a popular swing tune from the late
1940*So Written by Johnny Mercer, it climbed to the top of the charts,
remained there for awhile, and then, as most such music does, tumbled
into oblivion, I am sure I have not heard it anywhere for at least
thirty years,, And yet, the chorus is as clear in my mind today as it
ever was. And I think it not too outlandish to suggest that with these
words Mr. Mercer established himself as not only a songwriter, but also
a significant, though generally unacclaimed, theologian. He wrote—
and some of you may remember his words—

"Ya gotta accentuate the positive
Eliminate the negative

Latch on to the affirmative

An' don't mess with Mister In-Between."

Now, I share these words with you this morning because they repre
sent far more than the catchy lyrics of a once-popular song. In a very
real sense they give a relatively modern and secular expression to a
very ancient and Biblical truth. A truth, without which we are in
danger of misunderstanding both our own selves and our Christian faith.

You see, from the very beginning, our Judeo Christian heritage
has present two very different faces. On the one hand, there is God's
constantly recurring affirmation of humanity. We see it in the act of
creation, in the sparing of Noah, in the call of Abraham, and supremely,
of course, in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In
each of these events, as in so many others, we find God affirming his
faith in mankind and calling us both to understand and to develope the
vast potential for good which he has placed within us.

But, at the same time, there have also been many instances of what
is often perceived as God's condemnation. We see these in the fall of
Adam and Eve, in the destruction of the Tower of Babel, in the flood,
and in the impassioned denunciations of a long line of prophets. And,
lest you suppose such things to be only in the Old Testament, let me
just remind you that the book of Revelation quite willingly—one is
almost tempted to say, gleefully—consigns the vast majority of human
kind to everlasting punishment.

And strangely enough, we Christians have often demonstrated a
surprising preference for the condemnations, especially when they seem
to be aimed at someone else. Consider, for instance, that we are much
more likely to stress the confession of sin than the assurance of pardon-
That preachers, and congregations, often seem to become far more
enthusiastic when a sermon tells us how bad we are and how much we need
to change. And we often distort the Christian year by spending seven






