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"THE HIGH COST OF LOVING"

TEXTs Luke 10:30 "0..G0 and do thou likewise."

Those of you who were here last Sunday will perhaps remember that
I spoke to you then on the subject of love. Specifically, I said that
love is the ultimate test of our discipleship and that Christian love
is more a matter of how we treat people than how we feel about them.
What I did not say—partly because of time constraints but largely
because I knew what was coming today—was that real love is often very
costly. Harry Emerson Fosdick wrote, "Every Christian truth, gracious
and kind, has a corresponding obligation, searching and sacrificial."
It is to that sacrificial obligation that I would direct our attention
this morning.

And to illustrate my point, I have shared with you Jesus' parable
of the Good Samaritan. Now, I don't know about you, but every time I
hear this parable I am struck by how easily it can become little more
than a cheap platitude. Not only is it so terribly familiar—and, as
we are often reminded, familiarity breeds contempt—but it was originally
told in a very different era to people of a very different culture.

As a result, what was really a very demanding description of
discipleship is often received today only as a kind of syrupy admonition
to be nice to others as if Jesus were talking about helping little old
ladies across the street or some other sort of good deed for the day.
But Jesus was speaking of something far more important—and far more
demanding. He was speaking of nothing less than "The High Cost of Loving."

Consider, for instance, the physical danger involved for the
Samaritan. Palestinian bandits often used decoys to lure potential
victims closer to the rocks, where they might be attacked more easily.
No doubt that was at least part of the reason why neither the priest
nor the Levite stopped to help. No one in his right mind would ever
have taken such a risk. "But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed,
came where he was . And when he saw him, he had compassion on him."

Or think, if you will, of the financial risk. Not only the possi
bility of being robbed and of losing all his possessions, but what about
the cost of the care provided. Care given by the Samaritan, himself,
and that given by the innkeeper at the Samaritan's expense. Even the
legitimate cost might be considerable. And in Jesus' day, Palestinian
innkeepers were not especially noted for their honesty. Chances are
that when the Samaritan returned, he would be presented with a padded
bill, raising his expenses still further.

And what of the business that had brought him along this way. At
best, it was delayed for at least a day, while the Samaritan ministered
to the unfortunate victim. Perhaps that loss of precious time cost him
a lucrative sale or a clever purchase. Surely, no one in his right mind
would take such a chance or risk such a loss. "But a certain Samaritan,
as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had com
passion on him."






