
July 10, 1983 Philip A, Muth
John 13s31-35

and 14s12-14 "THE ULTIMATE TEST"

TEXT; John 13s35 "By this all men will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another."

This morning's sermon is a bit unusual on at least two counts.
First, because I cannot call it what I really wanted to call it. And,
second, because I do not preach it when I really wanted to preach it.
With regard to the title, some time before I left Connecticut I sat
down and planned my sermons for my first month here. And the title I
selected for this morning's sermon was "The Bottom Line." I still like
that title, but, of course, Richard Buchman used it in this very church
just two Sundays ago. Now I must admit that, since Mr. Buchman's sermon
made such extended use of a movie scenario, I was briefly tempted to
call this one "The Bottom Line, II", or perhaps even "The Bottom Line
Strikes Back", but eventually common sense overcame the pixie in me,
and I decided to settle for the title listed in the bulletin. A minor
inconvenience, perhaps, but no real problem.

But when the sermon should be preached was a very different matter.
Today's sermon is one I would much prefer to have preached on my very
first Sunday as your pastor. I would prefer that because it represents
my fundamental understanding of what the Christian church and my own
ministry are all about. It is the key to my own theology and the most
basic statement I know how to make concerning my hopes and aspirations
for my ministry here. I postponed it for one week only because last
Sunday was part of the 4th of July weekend, an occasion which I felt
needed to be recognized and celebrated within the church. But I ask
you to listen this morning with the clear understanding that this is
not just another sermon. It is absolutely fundamental to everything I
will say or do. And I think it's fair to say that it is just as basic
to the ministry of Jesus as it is to my own. I think this morning's
scripture lesson bears that out.

In the 13th chapter of the Gospel of John, we found Jesus and the
disciples gathered together in the Upper Room for what you and I have
come to know as "The Last Supper." Judas has just left and is even now
making his way to the chief priests to betray his Master. And Jesus
knows it I He knows that his earthly life is rapidly drawing to a close—
that he has only a few remaining minutes to prepare his disciples for
the coming ordeal and to sum up all that he has taught then over the
past three years. What he says now in these last moments with his friends
may well determine the success or failure of his entire mission.

And this is what he said. "A new commandment I give to you, that
you love one another; that you love one another even as I have loved
you. By this will all men know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another." This, then, is mv_ text. My text for this morn
ing's sermon and for my total ministry. And,, unless I am greatly
mistaken, it was Jesus' text as well. "By this shall all men know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."

Perhaps now you see why I liked the title, "The Bottom Line." A
well drawn financial statement may provide a great deal of very useful
information. But the bottom line is the one that answers what is often






