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"CALLED TO BE FREE"

TEXT,II Corinthians 3:17:"...Where the spirit of the Lord is, there
is freedom."

It will come as no great surprise to anyone here this morning
that tomorrow, on July 4th, we Americans will celebrate Independence
Day. And, though a few disgruntled historians may quarrel with the
timing since the colonies actually declared their independence on
July 2nd—most of us would certainly agree that freedom is a very
precious gift and one well worth celebrating. As General Omar Bradley
once wrote, "No word was ever spoken that has held out greater hope,
demanded greater sacrifice, needed more to be nurtured...or came
closer to being God's will on earth." Of all our many blessings—and
they are many, indeed—surely none is more precious than our cherished
freedom.

And so it is really very appropriate that we take time out to
remember that which we all too readily forget; that our precious
freedom is far from free. That it was purchased dearly by the devotion
and sacrifice of brave men and women of many generations. And that it
will last only as long as we who enjoy it remain determined to preserve
it. Only as long as you and I, like those patriots of 1776, are
willing to nurture and protect it with our lives, our fortunes, and
our sacred honor.

And if freedom is celebrated anywhere, surely it ought to be
celebrated here in the church. For one thing, the church is probably
its major beneficiary. If I ever doubted that, I was very graphically
reminded of it several summers ago in Germany. It was Sunday morning.
Our worship setting was the Protestant Chapel at the Dachau Concen
tration Camp. Our worship leader was an aged German pastor who had
been imprisoned there from 1941 till liberated by the Allies near the
end of the war. His crime? He had held Ascension Day services after
Hitler had forbidden them. And what is more, of the one hundred
twenty seven prisoners crowded into his little barracks, every one
was either a minister or a priest. It is inherent in the very nature
of tyranny that sooner or later the tyrant must reach out to suppress
the church. So we are grateful for our freedom in this wonderful
country of ours. And we express that gratitude to God in worship.

But just as importantly, we celebrate our freedom in the church
because religion was, and is, its primary source. Those brave men who
voted for independence two hundred seven years ago were more than
patriots. They were also men of deep and abiding faith. When they
literally took th@ir lives in their hands and signed the Declaration
of Independence, they did so in the firm belief that personal liberty
was a divine gift. They said, "We hold these truths to be self evident,
that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rirhts, that among these are Life, Liberty,
and the pursuit of Happiness." For them, freedom was not to be sought
only because it is pleasant and desirable, nor even because it meant






