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PASTORAL PRAYER

O God, whose love we simply apprehend until we see it in its fullness upon
a cross, we lift our hearts to Thee, and in Thy presence, confess that we
have not loved Thee with all our hearts and souls and minds and strength.
We ask Thee to pardon us.

Forgive us for our sins against our neighbors: our indifference to the
needs of others, our failure to understand the difficulties of those around
us, the cynical word which has robbed others of cherished ideals, the sel
fishness which has not shared with others the blessings which Thou hast
given us.

Forgive us for our sins against ourselves: the bitterness of spirit
which we have allowed to rob us of peace of mind, the aimlessness which has
led us to futility and has squandered our energies, the blindness which has
closed our eyes to the glory of life, the faithlessness which makes us weak.

Forgive us, for our sins against Thee: our contentment with ourselves
and our disregard of Thy teachings, our refusals of Thy call, our willful
disobedience of Thy laws, the timidity which holds us back from seeking
Thee and finding Thee, our lack of reverence before Thee and before the
sacred things of life which reveal Thee to us.

Teach us, Our Father, to hate our sins as Thou hatest them, and to love
righteousness as Thou lovest us, and help us henceforth to walk uprightly
before Thee in the power of Thy spirit. We pray in Jesus* name.

Amen.

THE BOTTOM LINE

"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see thee hungry and
feed thee, or thirsty and give thee drink?1" Matthew 25:3 7

When I was a full-time preacher, I used to relieve the monotony, every
so often, by imagining from the pulpit how Hollywood would deal with a
Biblical theme. I did this for two reasons:

1. I found that people remembered these parodies better than they
remembered my regular sermons. My older son, Mark, once
astonished me by quoting, almost verbatim, several months after
I had delivered it, my movie about the Rich Young Man, starring
Steve McQueen, Anthony Quinn, and the world's only trained
butterfly.

2. If these scenarios are retained, as I think they are, there
should be some good reason for their retention. I would suggest
that once we have understood how Hollywood would deal with a
passage of Scripture, we know beyond the shadow of a doubt
what that passage does not mean, and that's half the battle.

Let us suppose, then, that Magnum Productions has decided to make a
film based upon the Gospel according to St. Matthew, taken from a screen
play by Norman Mailer, and directed by Mel Brooks. The role of Jesus has
been given to Omar Sharif, Peter will be played by Dustin Hoffman, Judas
by Michael Landon, and Mary Magdalene by my very favorite all-time actress,










