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"No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us."
Romans 8: 37.

As you should be aware, your ministers attend lots of meetings and conferences ...
on you. Our meetings are different from those that people from business attend
in that there is never any free time, on the grounds, I suppose, that free time
is not mentioned in the Bible. Instead of golf, we have something called devotions.
Instead of speakers, we have resource persons. Resource persons are, almost
without exception, ministers who have never served a parish church, or who
served one badly and went on to bigger things. My favorite resource person,
however, was a parish minister, a Presbyterian, I think, who labored in Detroit
in the early 1970's. He was introduced to us as "the most outstanding parish
minister in southern Michigan." He acknowledged that appellation without a hint
of humility, and proceeded to tell us how he had earned it.

He visited his parishioners. He visited his parishioners with a vengeance. He
visited his parishioners as if the Russians were in Grosse Pointe. He made, he
said, over 3,000 parish visits every year. Every day, from noon until six o'clock,
he called on his flock. Every thirty minutes, seven days a week, fifty-two weeks a
year. Even on Christmas Day. Even on Opening Day. He wrote his sermons between
calls, on a special tablet which was attached to his dashboard. I did not make that
up; no one could make that up.

When he finished his remarks, and asked for questions, there were several long
moments of silence. Then, the Reverend Robert Vornholt, of Maywood, Illinois,
raised his hand and asked, "What do you talk to all those people about when you
call on them?"

His answer was swift and sure. "I talk to them about the Vietnam War. The
Vietnam War is everybody's major concern. There is nothing more important. The
war is the first fact of life for the living. When the lady of the house opens the
door, I say, •Let's talk about the Vietnam War.' "

Bob Vornholt raised his hand again and asked, "Do you say that ... even if her
husband just-died?"

As he so often does, Bob Vornholt had once again put his finger on an obvious, but
often ignored truth, a truth that all parish ministers should know, even the most
outstanding parish minister in southern Michigan. That truth is that our world is,










