
"CONFIRMING THE CHURCH'S FUTURE"
April 17, 1933

Peter R. K. Brenner

When writing thoughts for this sermon, my Cross pen clogged. I
shook it. I tapped it gently sideways on the top of my desk. I even
placed the point back on top of the sheet and tried to draw huge con
centric circles. But the pen wouldn't spill out its ink. But I wasn't
going to be put off. I carried the pen to the sink, took it apart, and
carefully flushed out the point. Then I realized it only needed a refill.

I had to chuckle to myself as I had sat there with exasperation.

I have mugs full of pens at my disposal: ballpoints, felt, ink pens
and pencils. But for very important writings, like notes that have to be
placed in my Sermon Plan Book, I want my 14 kt. gold filled, lifetime
mechanical guaranteed, medium tipped CROSS PEN. The pen feels comfortable
in my hands* it was given to me by close friends who engraved my initials
on the end.

But that incident made me think. How often when God has needed us,
were we too clogged up, too busy or inundated with things, the necessary
giving away to the unnecessary. Or the feeling that we've gone dry!

When clogging happens, we need a "shaking up"; or we need special
cleansing. Maybe we need to be filled and refilled and filled again.
That is what we're doing when we come to church and that is what we're
doing when we give to the church or ourselves. We're making sure that
the well-spring of our faith doesn't dry up or get clogged.

The 10th Grade Covenant Class members have just completed a two year
study designed to keep their faith working and running smoothly. At this
stage, they're full with information and hopefully ready to apply their
faith to the workings of this church. They will fall into two categories.
The laggers who resist, and the enthusiasts who will participate and run
forward.

The first category members will drag their heels and resist involve
ment with their faith, which is often expressed by one's commitment to
their church. They may fall into the all too common practice of with
drawing. To them I would just suggest this slight reminder. Christians
cannot maintain Christian values in society unless they are part of a
community that reinforces those values. This is a critical point. There
are two critical times when one will be tempted to withdraw. First, as
a high-schooler striving to find your identity and, later as a single
adult, when career and friends are so critical to one's existence and
demands so much of one"J energies.

But if Christians cease to act like Christians, sooner or later they
will stop believing like Christians. So community is a crucial concern.
And your decisions to join the church is critical to the acting out of
the concern.

Now the enthusiasts also have to be aware of their role within the
church. There are teenagers and other adults who can't get into the future
and the understanding of their faith quick enough and consequently fail
to absorb the power and significance of meaningful involvement. Rushing
reminds me of a passenger who was riding on a miIk-train along the east




