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"THE PLACE OF DECISION"

There is a story about a freshman at a state university who was about
to experience her first blind date. Her roommate, who was making all the
arrangements, asked whether she preferred Southern boys or Northern boys.
The freshman was from a little town in the Midwest and innocently unaware
of such subtle distinctions. She asked, "What's the difference?"

Her worldly and experienced roommate answered, "Southern boys are more
romantic. They will take you walking in the moonlight and whisper 'sweet
nothings' in your ear. Northern boys are more active. They like to go
places and do exciting things."

The girl pondered the contrast and then asked wistfully, "Could you
please find me a Southern boy from as far north as possible?"

You will agree that the young lady made a wise decision and it is
about decisions and decision making that we wish to speak this morning.

Our.Scripture refers us to the beginning of Jesus' ministry. It tells
us that Jesus left his home in Nazareth, which is near the north end of the
Jordan River, and made his way south towards Jericho where he was baptised
in the Jordan by his cousin, John the Baptist.

Immediately after he had been baptised, Jesus went into the wilderness
of Judea and at one point, ascended a mountain where he resisted the great
est of his three temptations and made his decision to give his life completely
to the will of God as he understood it.

Can you picture the hell through which Jesus must have passed? To be
called of God; that is fine and beautiful and challenging, but to recognize
at the outset of life's greatest decision that it will probably lead one
to an ignominious death at an early age is a bitter consequence to acknow
ledge.

Isaiah, before the time of Jesus, had had a similar experience. God
spoke to him in the temple and asked him to preach to that small remnant of
faithful souls loyal to Yahweh, but warned him that few would listen and
fewer still would respond. It was a challenge not many would wish to
accept. Isaiah had to make a difficult decision.

But, we are not so much concerned with the end result of Jesus' or
Isaiah's decisions as wq are with the circumstances of their initiation.
When was the decision made to serve the Lord and no other; to follow truth
wherever it might lead? How was that decision arrived at? If we learn
that, it may help us when we have to face our own life-altering decisions,
and face them, each one of us must.

II

Decisions such as these are usually not made on the spur of the moment.
All the way along that path which led from Galilee to Judea where his baptism
took place, Jesus was no doubt contemplating the best use of his life. How








