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"THE GREATNESS OF JESUS"

The Sunday following Christmas is one of the most difficult for
which to select a sermon theme. One wishes to preserve the joy and
nostalgia of the season, yet one does not wish to be naive and neglect
the realities of the world in which we must live, Christmas may be
past but the Christmas spirit ought never be allowed to slip away from
us.

My mind recalls a poem written by Richard Gilder and entitled,
"Christmas Hymn". The author placed in it an idea we must fervently
wish the whole world would remember:

"Tell me, how may I join in this holy feast
With all the kneeling world, and I of all, the least?

Fear not, oh faithful heart, but bring what most is meet:
Bring love, true love alone, and lay it at His feet."

If anything epitomizes the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, it
is love, and to speak of love—true Christian love and not some sloppy,
sentimental substitute—is never inappropriate.

So today, for a few moments, let us speak of Christian love, the
love we have seen manifested in the life and teachings of Jesus, a love
which is a manifestation of the eternal love of God. Of that love, ano
ther poet has written these words:

"Could we with ink the ocean fill,
Were every blade of grass a quill,
Were the world of parchment made,
And every man a scribe by trade,
To write the love

Of God above

Would drain the ocean dry;
Nor would the scroll

Contain the whole,
Though stretched from sky to sky."

Think, if you will, how the love which we see in Jesus Christ has
affected the world in which you and I live. I spoke rather pessimisti
cally a few weeks ago about the condition of our modern world. There
is lots of evil in it and lots of evil men and women. That, however, is
surely not the whole picture. There is also lots of good in it and lots
of good men and women.

I have known a lot of that goodness and have, indeed, had contact
with some of it during the past several weeks. I have seen Christlike
love revealed in this congregation. I could tell you about some of the
fine college students who have written me concerning their aspirations and
dreams, their beliefs and convictions. I could tell you of those young
men and women in the ministry or preparing for it, who have come out of
this church imbued with the love of God. Out of their love for God has

come a love for their fellowmen and a desire to be of service to them.








