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"GOD WITH US"

Jesus wanted men and women to be free and one day told his disciples
that "the truth shall make you free." If it does nothing else, the truth
will at least free us from ignorance. To that end I would share with
you some insight into Old Testament scripture traditionally associated
with the season of Advent.

When we think about the nativity of Jesus, we often think about
Old Testament prophesy which, it has been assumed, foretold his coming.
The most familiar of such alleged prophesies is the one found in the
Book of Isaiah, wherein we find these words:

"Therefore, the Lord himself shall give you a sign: a
virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his name
Immanuel."

That is how it reads in the King James translation. In the New
English and other modern translations, the rendering is rather different
and goes something like this:

"Therefore, the Lord himself shall give you a sign: a
young woman is with child, and she will bear a son and will
call him Immanuel."

If we want to be free of ignorance in this instance, we must know
the context of those words. Israel was at war and its military force
was under the direction of Ahaz. In the face of a large advancing army,
Ahaz had little or no faith that Israel could prevail. Isaiah, the
prophet, told Ahaz to ask God for a sign to confirm Israel's victory.
Ahaz refused to do so, but Isaiah gave him a sign anyway. A young woman,
he said, would bear a son and call his name Immanuel, a name which means
"God is with is."

In the Hebrew, the mother is unnamed. She is not called a virgin,
but a young woman, and no miraculous birth is indicated. The son does
nothing. He is not a saviour, only a sign. His significance is in his
name, "God is with us." Isaiah's words were not intended as a Messianic
prophesy.

I do not know how much freer you may now feel for knowing all of
that, but that is the truth.

When Matthew, nearly eight hundred years later, wrote his Gospel,
he took that Old Testament story and made the words of Isaiah a prophesy
foretelling the miraculous birth of him whom he felt to be the Messiah,
Jesus of Nazareth;

"A virgin will conceive and bear a son, and he shall be
called Emmanuel, a name which means, 'God with us.'"

It is with the significance of that name that we are concerned this
morning, "God with us."








