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"STAND FAST FOR FREEDOM"

One of the long standing battles between science and some of the
more conservative elements of the Christian church is that one which
has been fought over the subject of evolution. William Jennings Bryan
and Clarence Darrow argued the legal battle over the right of the public
school to teach evolution but they certainly did not solve all the
problems and difficulties attendant on the apparent contradiction between
the opening chapter of the Book of Genesis and the Darwinian theory of
evolution.

I use the words "apparent contradiction" because, personally, I
believe the contradiction is much more apparent than real. The basic .
message of Genesis is that God created the heavens and the earth and
then created man. I do not see that science has any fundamental quarrel
with that position. Science can neither prove nor disprove it. How God
did it and how long it took him are matters still open to question by
anyone save the strict and dogmatic Biblical literalist.

My own feeling is that the general theory of evolution holding, as
it does, that human development has taken place over an extended period
of time is, in broad terms, valid. If we have not evolved and changed
over a period of thousands of years, then we should have. To remain
completely static over that long expanse of time does not say much for
the human species.

Nevertheless, the general theory of evolution as Darwin developed
it leaves a lot of very serious questions unanswered. For example, how
and why did man evolve in such a way as to develop a brain apparently
larger and more complicated than he is capable of using efficiently?
From one point of view, that is a waste on the part of nature. Nature
appears to produce changes or mutations only in order to adapt to en
vironmental necessity, not for the convenience of some future and pre
sently unknown circumstance. From a religious point of view, why did
God want to do anything like that—give to man a tool he was incapable
of using to its full capacity?

There is another question every serious thinker must have considered
at one time or another. Why did God make man the only creature with
free-will? As we pointed out last week, man is the only animal that
does not act and react by instinct. He is free to choose.

I obviously do not have the answer to these questions but of one
thing I am certain; if God did give us free-will, he intended us not
only to have it, but to cherish and preserve and use it. I am pretty
well convinced that mankind has not done a very good job of doing that.
There is something else man seems to want more than free-will; he often
willingly trades the right to use that greatest of gifts for temporary,
material security.

The possession of free-will implies that man ought to live as a
free being. Otherwise, he cannot exercise that will. Our Congregational
forefathers had strong feelings in that regard. They refused to give up
their freedom for temporary security. They readily sacrificed all








