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"FINDING THE REST OF YOURSELF"

Growing up, or watching others grow up, in a parsonage is a
unique experience. Everyone has heard stories about clergymen's
children and what they have had to endure, as well as the benefits
they have enjoyed. I did not grow up in a minister's home, but I
certainly enjoyed watching my own children do so and I sincerely
believe there were more joys and privileges than problems and diffi
culties. If you want verification, however, you will have to check
with them.

One of my memories has had to do with this very passage of Scrip
ture from the Old Testament book of Daniel. That book, as also the
book of Revelation in the New Testament, is called "apocalyptic"
because it deals with dreams or visions concerning God!s plans for the
future. The message of the Book of Daniel in particular is that, in
spite of oppression, the enemies of Israel will be defeated and God's
plan for the safety and prosperity of His "chosen people" is right on
schedule. All will be well.

In that account, King Belshazzar of Babylon, gives a feast for
1,000 of his noblemen, at which time there appear the fingers of a hunran
hand writing a message on the palace wall. The words are in a language
no one seems to have been able to read until Daniel appears and offers
to translate. The words were, "Mene, mene, tekel u-pharsin." The
memory concerning my children has to do with those words, for at least
one of my daughters used to translate them, "Many, many, tickle a
parson!" which means, I suppose, that when there are many people in
church, the parson is tickled.

Daniel, however, had a slightly different translation. When he
translated the words, they read, "You have been weighed in the balance
and found wanting." It is about that message we wish to speak this
morning.

II

All of us are weighed in the balances daily—tested by life, its
opportunities and its responsibilities. If we are fortunate, if we have
adequately prepared ourselves and properly developed our talents and
abilities, then when we are tested and tried, we will not be found
wanting. We will be found adequate to the challenges of life. It is
an ideal goal devoutly to be aimed at.

One reason why many of us are so often ill-prepared for the exigen
cies which life places before us, is that we have discovered only a part
of ourselves and there is a great and wonderful additional part we have
either never discovered or have never developed and explored. Most of
us are not whole persons; we are partial or fragmented selves. The
very word, "whole" means to be healthy, hale, hearty, and yes, holy.
All of those words come from the same root and are related. We cannot
be holy persons until we are whole persons. So our task, if we desire
to be adequate to the demands life makes upon us, is to discover or
develop our total self.








