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"SLEEPING CHRISTIANS"

As a boy, I was very much interested in puzzles of various kinds,
as is, I suppose, natural for most young people. Fortunately, at that
time we did not have Rubic!s Cube. I can still remember, however, a
little puzzle-story I once came across. It dealt with a man and wife
who went to church one Sunday and, during the sermon, the husband fell
asleep. I am happy to say that doesn't happen very often in this con
gregation.

In any event, during his nap, the husband dreamed that he was living
during the French Revolution, was an aristocrat, and was to face the
guillotine. Just as his head was placed on the block, and the blade
started to descend, the man's wife noticed him nodding and, taking her
gloves in her hand, slapped him across the back of his neck, at which
moment, he had a massive heart attack and died. Where's the puzzle,
you ask? Well, there is something basically wrong with that story and
the reader is asked to discover what it is.

If I do not tell you what it is, you probably won't hear anything
else I have to say this morning. The point is, that if the man suddenly
died, how did anyone know he had been dreaming arid what he was dreaming
about. Simple, isn't it?

Now you may ask, why on earth does Norman Ream tell us such a story
this morning? It is because this sermon deals with the matter of sleep
and I have been contemplating the subject this week. As I did so, this
story came back to my mind. If it says anything at all, and it probably
doesn't, the story tells us that sleep can be dangerous.

Sleeping in church can certainly be dangerous. There is Biblical
authority for that conclusion. The Book of Acts tells us that one day
as Paul was preaching in Troas, he

"...went on preaching until midnight...and a youth named
Eutychus, who was sitting on the window ledge, grew more
and more sleepy...at last he was completely overcome by
sleep, and, falling from the third story onto the ground,
was picked up for dead."

The Bible has other illustrations of the dangers of sleep. The
Canaanite leader, Sisera, an enemy of Israel, was killed by a Hebrew
woman as he lay sleeping in his tent. Delilah had the hair of Samson's
head shaved as he slept and thus robbed him of his great strength. From
Proverbs: "Love sleep, and you will end in poverty; keep your eyes open
and you will eat your fill."

There are still other sad tales in the Scriptures about men sleeping
when they should have been wakeful and alert. One of the most tragic is
that which tells of the disciples falling asleep in the Garden of Geth-
semane as Jesus prayed that last night of his life.

Jesus, himself, mentioned the danger lurking in sleep when sleep was
indulged in at the wrong time. We read the parable as our Scripture
passage earlier. It deals with the ten young girls who attended a wedding








