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"FAITH AND FACT"

In the 3rd century of our era, there was gathered a group of Jews
known as the Hasidim. Their purpose was to keep Jewish religion pure
,and unpolluted from Greek influence. In the 18th century, in Poland,
a similar group was instituted by Rabbi Israel Ben Eleazor Baal-Shem in
order to revive the strict practices of the earlier group.

Much of the teaching of these very strict orthodox Jews was done
by means of stories and I find myself intrigued by many of them, one
of which I would share with you this morning.

A certain Rabbi heard that one of his pupils, or disciples, was
going through a very difficult spiritual period. He had begun reading
forbidden books and playing with perilous thoughts. As a consequence,
he did not know what to believe, if, indeed, he could believe anything.
Disciples usually came to the Rabbi for instruction instead of the
other way around, but in this case, the Rabbi decided to go see the
pupil.

when he stood in the presence of that distraught young man, the
latter confessed that he had been searching for truth, but now was
plagued by doubt. He asked the Rabbi, "What can I do? Go back? To
the beginning? Start over on my search for truth?"

"Impossible", said the master. "Man can never go back. What is
done cannot be undone."

There was a long silence. Suddenly the young disciple began to
tremble violently. "Please, Rabbi", he cried, "Help me, protect me.
What is there left for me to do? Where can I go from here?"

"Look," said the Rabbi, "look in front of you. Look beyond that
gate. What keeps man from running and dashing over its threshhold?
What keeps man from falling? Faith. Yes, son, beyond the fiftieth
gate there is not only the abyss, but also faith—and they are one
next to the other..."

And the Rabbi brought his disciple back to his people—and to
himself.

And so, we have put before us again the eternal question; Where
does knowledge and reason and understanding come to an end and faith
begin? Or, when we come to the limit of where reason and knowledge
can take us and stand at.the edge of that abyss, can faith do anything
for us at all? Must we, at that point, live with fear and ignorance
and doubt?

II.

The Gospel of John tells us this very interesting story of the
disciple Thomas. He is scarcely'mentioned elsewhere in the New Testa
ment, but John tells us that following the death of Jesus, the Master
came to the place where the disciples had gathered and stood among them,
showing them his hands and his side.








