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"THE TRUE RELIGION"

I can think of few theologians with whom I would disagree more
frequently or more fiercely than I would with the fifth century African
bishop of Hippo whose name was Augustine and whom the Roman Catholic
Church finally designated a saint.

He was, indeed, an outstanding early Christian who made great contri
butions to the faith. Original sin, predestination, purgatory and eternal
damnation were all given Orthodox standing in the church through his
support, as well as the dogma that the church was the sole depository
of Divine Truth.

With none of those positions could I wholeheartedly agree. Yet I
can still recognize Augustine!s brilliance and his considerable contri
bution to the early Christian church. His autobiography entitled,
Confessions, is, indeed, a great devotional classic.

This morning, however, I want to use a quotation from Augustine as
the basis, or the text, of this sermon. It comes from his book, Librum
de Vera Religione, or a book about the true religion. This is the
quotation and I ask you to listen to it carefully:

"That which is called the Christian religion existed
among the ancients, and never did not exist, from the
beginning of the human race until Christ came in the flesh,
at which time the true religion, which already existed,
began to be called Christianity."

With that I can agree, but what precisely is Augustine saying?
First of all, he is saying that true religion is not a series of dogmas
or a scheme of salvation or the practice of certain arcane rituals.
Religion is ultimate truth about the relationship which ought to exist
between man and God and how that relationship can be established and
strengthened. Like all truth, it has always existed. It was not
invented by man, but came into existence when God created man. As in
the case of truth, man does not invent, he only discovers.

True religion, therefore, is the practice, the discipline, the
training one must go through if he is to become a whole and integrated
person, discovering who he really is and what he may yet become.

True religion reveals to each of us that we are part of the Eternal
consciousness, that we dwell in a friendly universe, in the womb of
eternity, and that we can go on growing until we become "at one" with
the God of all creation. It is not a term to be applied to any
denomination, sect or cult.

II

Gerald Heard liked to tell the story of the Englishman, very proper
and decorous, riding a train one day. He was approached by a stranger








