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"CAN A CHRISTIAN BE WEALTHY?"

Let us begin with prayer.

"0 Lord and Lover of men, illumine our hearts with the
pure light of Your truth, and open the eyes of our
understanding that we may comprehend Your holy Gospel
and apply it in our daily lives; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen." 1

As you all know, I recently graduated from seminary and was
ordained. This marked the end of more than twenty years of schooling;
I could no longer wear the pin my wife had given me while in graduate
school here in Milwaukee which reads "Permanent Student." I now had
to go out into the "real world," as it were, and actively search for
a call from a church.

Many authors make an analogy with this period of seeking and
receiving a call to that of a courtship. Thus, when my wife, Juliet,
and I were flown out to one church to meet with their Pastoral Search
Committee, we were "wined and dined," as a minister friend of mine
puts it. This particular church had planned a lovely evening for us;
we were taken to a symphony concert. The concert included a guest per
formance by a man who played classical saxaphone, something for which
our hosts apologized until they had heard him. He was excellent, but
my mind was elsewhere.

I was pondering a question throughout the concert that our host
for the evening had posed just before the curtain went up. He was not
a member of the Search Committee so the question he asked was not a
trick question. I believe that the question was asked because it was
weighing upon his mind. The man is a very successful vascular surgeon.
I had gathered that he was a very ethical man for earlier in the
evening he had told me of a procedure that he refused to do because it
unnecessarily added $500. to a patient's bill. It was this same honest
and ethical bent that had led him to ask me just before the curtain
was raised, "Can a Christian be wealthy?"

Having been a student all of my life and knowing that being a
minister would not afford me the opportunity to be wealthy, I had not
thought much about this. I realized that he deserved more than my
instinctive answer of, "Yes," so as he was driving us to our motel
after the concert, we talked about the parable of talents which Reverend
Mowbray read earlier as our Scripture lesson.

Because I thought that most of you could ask this same question
of "Can a Christian be wealthy?" I thought it would be a good sermon
topic. Actually, the answer to this question makes it a good sermon
topic even if you are not wealthy.

1 Henry David Gray, Congregational Worshipbook, Hollywood, CA: Holly
wood Congregational Center for Study and Service, 1978, Page 6l.)












