
iT- -.

July 18, 1982
Micah 4:1-5 Norman S. Ream

"THE BROKEN DREAM"

The famous Dr. Samuel Johnson said of the 18th century poet, Alex
ander Pope, "A thousand years may elapse before there shall appear
another man with a power of versification equal to that of Pope."

I am not well enough informed on literary matters to know whether
that prophesy has still to be fulfilled. But I am quite certain of one
thing and that is that Alexander Pope was never more accurate in his
observation of human nature than when he said in his Essay on Man,

"Hope springs eternal in the human breast;
Man never is, but always to be, blest."

The Bible, both Old and New Testaments, is eloquent witness to
this characteristic in the human species. It begins with Moses reluc
tantly returning to Egypt to free the Hebrew slaves. Moses is there
at the command of the Lord who has directed him to lead his people "into
a fine, broad land...a land flowing with milk and honey."

Thereby God made a covenant with His people and ever since that
time, the Jews, and we Christians after them, have hoped and dreamed
and grayed for a time and a place where there would be permanent peace,
genuine brotherhood, and spiritual as well as material prosperity;
where all men and women would live in perfect felicity.

Let me share with you just a few of the Biblical references to such
an ideal future condition about which generations have dreamed and
continue to hope for.

Micah and Isaiah both spoke of that day when men "shall beat their
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more;
but they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree, and
none shall make them afraid..."

Hosea, the prophet of love, wrote of the Day of the Lord, when
"all living creatures may lie down without fear."

The New Testament, of course, is replete with mankind's hope for
the coming of the Kingdom of God. Closing with the Book of Revelation,
it speaks of the time, soon to be, when God will "wipe every tear from
your eyes; and shall put an end to death, and to mourning, crying, and
pain; for the old order (will have) passed away."
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And so, this nearly universal human hope has continued for 2,000
years, right up until the end of the 19th century when it flourished
with tremendously renewed vigor, for now the new age of science was about
to initiate a time of peace and plenty for all the world. The hopes and
dreams of mankind were finally to be fulfilled. Science was to be our
Saviour.








