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"HAVING A HEALTHY HOPE"

Off and on through the years, I have contemplated the distinction,
if there be any, between faith and hope. Some of you, especially if
you were in any of the classes I have taught, may remember my definition
of faith: "Faith is the choice of the most reasonable hypothesis."

That definition, I submit, is Biblical because it is reasonably
close to the one offered by the anonymous author of the New Testament
Book of Hebrews who wrote, "Now faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen."

Faith, in other words, is not mere wishful thinking. If we have
faith in something, of someone, it is because we have some experience
or knowledge that sustains and substantiates our position, even though
it does not absolutely guarantee it.

There is a great deal of evidence, for example, to support the
proposition that next January, here in Wisconsin, there will be snow
and severe cold. Therefore, if you love winter sports, you can be rea
sonably assured, you can have faith that, next January, you will be able
to do some skiing and some ice skating. That is faith based upon
previous experience.

But what distinguishes faith from hope? Until recently, I was
unable to arrive at a satisfactory definition of hope. And then I
heard a little story that provided me with some help. A man was attend
ing a meeting, possibly a church meeting, when he suddenly looked at
his watch and said to the others present, "I've got to hurry home and
explain to my wife."

"Explain what?" asked some one.

"How should I know," answered the first, "Ifm not home yet."

Hearing that story, it suddenly/occurred to me what hope was. Hope
is expecting the unexpected, even when you have no reasonable faith, no
evidence at all, that the unexpected is going to happen.

When I was a very young man in the ministry, I had no faith that
one day I would be the minister of this great church or some other church
of similar nature. Why should I have? I was inexperienced, somewhat
uncertain of my abilities and talents and I hadnft even seen the light
of Congregationalism. Nevertheless, I had a hope, I held in my mind "le
possibility that the unexpected might happen and I would have the oppor
tunity for a challenging ministry. And the hope has certainly been
realized.

That's the difference between faith and hope. Faith rests on evi
dence, though incomplete and insufficient evidence. Hope stands on no
evidence, but with optimism, dares to expect the unexpected.








