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THE COVENANT

INTRODUCTION

What is our commitment as a member of this local church?

A bond of fellowship and an agreement to act together?

An agreement among members of a church to hold to points of
doctrine and faith?

Both statements capture the importance of what essentially binds us together
The local church of the National Association has primarily been given its
character by its COVENANT - the mutual agreement & to essence and function.

If you will look at your church covenant, you will find that the mem
ber who joins agrees to believe and do certain things, and in return for
this faith and service, the existing fellowship offers certain benefits.
Both, however, make their vows before the Lord, who also, in many covenants,
announces the benefits he will bestow upon all. The local church covenant
helps identify us as "continuing" Congregationalists.

We are "Free Congregationalists" and that makes us UNIQUE and DIFFERENT.
Our uniqueness finds its underpinnings primarily in the history of Congre
gationalism; our differences find their roots in the COVENANT relationship.

Let us first explore our uniqueness by turning back the pages of history,

BEING UNIQUE

The year was 1580. The place was Norwich, England. The man was Robert
Browne. The event was in all likelihood the establishment of the first
regularly constituted Congregational Church in history. But that church
was not called Congregational, nor were its people referred to as Congre
gationalists. They were known rather as non-conformist.

Congregationalism was an evolutionary process. It had its formative
beginnings in England when Parliament had passed the Act of Conformity
requiring every person in England to v/orship according to the precepts and
forms laid down in the Book of Common Prayer. Soon there developed two
kinds of objectors. Those who would seek to reform the established church
from within, and those who believed the only hope for religious freedom lay
in a new and different kind of church. The former were known as "Puritans"
and the later as "Separatists." Those who finally came to this country,
T/ere -called Pilgrims.; .-, whether they were "Puritans" or "Separatists".

Congregationalism was the child of the "Separatists" and primarily of
that group of "Separatists" who gathered together in 1606 in the old Manor
House in Scrooby in Notinghamshire, legendary land of Robin Hood. The
Scrooby Church was formed as a gathering of "The Lord's free people.i: After
consenting to the Covenant, the members chose Richard Clyfton as minister,
John Robinson as teacher, and William Brewster as elder. Young William








