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"PEACE OF MIND"

If we wrote down all the "goods" of life—material goods,
psychological, intellectual goods—the goods of position and the
goods of religion, perhaps we could sense what an intolerable
burden they would be without peace of mind.

As in the lesson this morning, again and again the Scriptures
warn us against the love of worldly "goods". But consider the others.
The psychological and emotional "goods" are equally troublesome if
taken alone. Many a budding journalist, artist, or musician has found
his creativity smothered by unhandleable success and achievements.

Of course, today, with the long-term pessimism of many younq
people, even that unfortunate possibility might be welcome.

Consider the intellectual "goods" of life. They are no less a
problem. To take an example from literature—recall if you will how
Goethe's Faust, a master of science, philosophy, and math, yet made a
sorry bargain with the forces of evil—all in his search for content
ment.

The "goods" of position are often the opposite of what they seem.
As Lyndon Johnson once reflected back on his White House years,

"I was a man in trouble in a world that is never more
than minutes away from catastrophe."

Even the "goods" of religion can become intolerable burdens with
out peace of mind. Take for example, prayer. When we pray, how often
do we pray as if we believed God can do everything—which implies that
we think we have a right to ask for anything. God, the cosmic bell
hop, is always there. NO—prayer is not a substitute for work and
intelligence. And for this reason prayer itself will never lead to
peace of mind. Prayer is a marvelous supplement, but of itself it can
be a dangerous substitute for work and intelligence.

God gave us minds to think and bodies to do things. It would
indeed defeat His purpose if He permitted us to obtain all that we
need through prayer, let alone all that we desire.

Recall, if you will, the Biblical example of Moses and the Israel
ites. One truth stands above many—that God never did for them what
they could do for themselves. This is why we must not only pray for
economic justice and for social justice, but also work for them. This
is why we must not only pray for peace, but must also work for political
and diplomatic solutions to world problems, and for arms limitation,
and ultimately someday, somehow for disarmament.






